
“Now, as never before, all of education needs to be concerned about the question of what it 

is to be human and how formal curriculum can facilitate the exploration of that question so as 

to prepare learners to participate in social change, political-economic reconstruction, cultural 

transformation, and the consciousness.” 

Betty Reardon, Peace Education: A Review and Projection, 1999

in affiliation with the Association Montessori Internationale and the  
North American Montessori Teachers’ Association

Montessori Institute for the 
Science of Peace



What Is the  
Montessori Institute  
for the Science of Peace? 

Mission:
To provide a comprehensive developmental whole school 
design for empowering the adolescent personality, their 
teachers, and schools constructing a vision of peace and 
sustainability locally and globally.

Vision:
The goal of the Montessori Institute for the Science of Peace 
(MISP) is to to connect the theory and practice of Montessori 
with the wider field of peace education seeking to nurture 

human development, specifically through the adolescent’s 

commitment to peace.

This is accomplished through:
An interdisciplinary developmental approach to peace curriculum;• 

Facilitation of key theory discussions on incorporating the Science of Peace into a school-wide • 

mission and curriculum especially at the adolescent level;
Workshops in key concept areas of the Science of Peace;; • 

Authentic abroad experiences for global engagement based on peace and sustainability applying • 

all courses of study;
Supporting structures and coordination for a chapter of the student peace organization • PeaceX; 
and 
A bi-annual adolescent summit focused on a pressing global issue, where Montessori youth work • 

side by side experts in developing sustainable solutions, locally and globally.

“When we took the personality of the child into account in and of itself and offered it full 

scope to develop in our schools –where we constructed an environment that answered 

the needs of his spiritual development – he revealed to us a personality entirely different to 

the one we had previously taken into consideration with traits exactly the opposite of those 

attributed to him by others.” 

Maria Montessori, Education and Peace, 1949



MISP Programs
Authentic Intercultural Experiences with Montessori 
PeaceX and Educateurs sans Frontières (EsF)

  Educational Laboratories for Montessori Global Engagement

“Most important in thinking about young people’s participation is 

the sequence of phases in perspective-taking, and the insight that the 

child is actively trying to construct the world of the other, while simultaneously 

constructing her own understanding of that world.” 

Roger Hart, Children’s Participation:  

From Tokenism to Citizenship, 1992

Mission: To establish a sequence of authentic learning experiences that explore the relationship 
between peace and sustainability, linking students with local and international experts, who perform 

research and service side by side adolescents during their country immersion. Peace Now participants 
build relationships with other adolescents and community members through host-family stays, long-

term peer-to-peer correspondence, collective seminars, reflection, and meaningful service work. 

Social action based on local community needs creates the framework for lasting cultural exchanges 

and an international network of adolescent peace builders. 



Peace and Biodiversity  
Abroad Experience in Costa Rica

In partnership with the Friends of the Children’s 

Eternal Rainforest (FCER) and the University for Peace 
(UPEACE), Montessori Institute for the Science of 
Peace (MISP) has developed an authentic learning 
experience that incorporates tropical ecology, peace 
education, activism, scientific study, and travel abroad for Montessori adolescents. 

The Costa Rica experience was designed to build upon the uniquely adolescent 
ability to construct their own worldview as distinct from another’s without judgment. 

This practice requires moving outside the comfort of their home community.

The Costa Rica abroad program is designed to be a 
peak experience for adolescents. It explores peace 

and biodiversity through access to real work with the 

United Nations mandated University for Peace and 
the Children’s Eternal Rainforest. The UPEACE mission is 

“to contribute to the great universal task of educating 

for peace by engaging in teaching, research, post-

graduate training and dissemination of knowledge 

fundamental to the full development of the human 
person and societies through the interdisciplinary 
study of all matters related to peace.” MISP students 
receive lectures, participate in classes, and interview 
UPEACE staff, who are some of the top experts in their 
respective fields. MISP students work alongside the 

UPEACE students and faculty on sustainability issues 
on campus, participate in projects strengthening the 
relationship between UPEACE and its Costa Rican 
host community of El Rodéo, and assist with individual 
student projects that require eager workers. This work 

is deepened though the relationships built by staying 
with host families.

The reciprocity between UPEACE and MISP sets the framework for students to move into the Children’s Eternal 

Rainforest. Founded in 1987 by Swedish school children, the Children’s Eternal Rainforest is 54,000 acres and 

represents the maximum expression of life on Earth in terms of bio- diversity. It is a forest created by children 

for children and a forest that needs study and support. In this way, it provides an opportunity for Montessori 
schools to take a leading effort in original research and stewardship of a global treasure. The Children’s 

Eternal Rain- forest provides limitless potential for uncovering new knowledge, which not only offers endless 

possibilities for research but also per- spective and appreciation for local (knowable) biodiversity back home. 

Integrating the Costa Rica experience into the disciplines pre- and post-trip is important because this work is 

most impactful when it builds upon the local study of biodiversity and gives relevance to the real work being 

done, locally and globally.

Partners



Partners

Montessori Institute for the Science of Peace and the Children’s Eternal Rainforest (MISP-FCER) offers both 9 and 

10 night learning ad- ventures to Costa Rica that maximize meaningful peace education and scientific research. 

Costs range from $1315 to $1434 per person for a minimum of 15 travelers including Costa Rica ground travel 

and food (airfare not included). With prior approval from FCER-MISP, trips are customizable to fit your group’s 

needs. Changes may incur additional expenses and are dependent upon staff and lodging availability.

Sample 9-Night Itinerary:

Day 1: Arrive at the University for Peace (UPEACE), San Jose, Costa Rica
Day 2: UPEACE: tours, seminars, classes
Day 3: Children’s Eternal Rainforest (CER): orientation, plan for week

Day 4: CER: Identify specialist and individual projects 

Day 5: CER: Collection and analysis of data for projects 

Day 6: CER: Collection and analysis of data for projects
Day 7: CER: Collection and analysis of data for projects 
Day 8: CER: Presentations 
Day 9: Local activity: canopy walkway, zip line, hot springs, rafting, etc. 

Day 10: Depart San Jose, Costa Rica

Fall 2014-Spring 2015: Please submit two options for trip dates and we will try to accommodate them based 

on availability of lodging and guides in Costa Rica. 

Program dates are reserved with a $400 deposit per person (50% of the deposit is non-refundable). Please 

contact trips@friendsoftherainforest.org as soon as possible to guarantee your participation in this wonderful 
opportunity. For more information about Montessori school trips and to complete the registration form, please 
visit Friend’s the Children’s Eternal Rainforest website:

http://friendsoftherainforest.org/ecotravel/montessori-school-trips/ ber 



What Is the Montessori Adolescent Summit?
An Invitation to the Montessori Adolescent

The International Montessori Adolescent Summit will bring together youth from Montessori Schools around the 
world to tackle one current global issue each year and build on the universal Montessori skills necessary to act 

locally and globally. At each summit, adolescents will apply these skills, acquired in their Montessori experience, 

to global realities:
an understanding of complexity applied to a particular issue• 

an ability to identify the significant components of a problem• 

a capacity to focus and concentrate on an issue• 

an ability to ask essential questions about a problem• 

a habit of conscious conversation in a problem solving capacity• 

a desire to engage in dialogue that builds trust and innovation, and• 

a hope to construct bridges across local, national, and international sectors.• 1 

Complex global issues are a compelling 
and developmentally appropriate 
subject for Montessori middle and 
high school youth. The Montessori 
Model United Nations conference 
offers a structure and format for 
global perspective taking from upper 

elementary to early adolescence, 
using the United Nation venue for 
their productivity. This International 
Montessori Adolescent Summit for ages 
14-18 will take the adolescent into real 

world institutions using New York City 

for its place-based learning realities. 

The Montessori Adolescent Summit is organized by the Montessori Institute for the Science of Peace (MISP) and 
is made possible by the support of the North American Montessori Teachers’ Association (NAMTA) and the 

Montessori Model United Nations (MMUN) Conference.

MMUN at at the General Assembly

 1Fisher & Ury. (1991). Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement Without Giving In. Houghton Mifflin Company, New York.



Why an Adolescent Summit?
Playing Their Role in Society: The Adolescent Need for Social Action

“The essence of this social life is work...in this sensitive period he is prepared to 
take up his part in the social life of humanity.” 

—Maria Montessori

Adolescents are uniquely suited to address the critical issues of the world. Only by directly experiencing the 
complexities of society and working in a global community will adolescents develop an authentic understanding 

of the human condition as their social and moral selves evolve.

To avoid cynicism and depression about the future, the adolescent needs to feel part of the solution by their 
efforts to solve one problem at a time. When a group of Montessori students from different parts of the world 
collaborate they become advocates for what is true human progress. This is their developmental task. Each year 

the International Montessori Summit will choose one topic;; for 2013 the topic is Creating a Just and Sustainable 
Food System. Through preparation in advance of the summit and through collaboration at the summit, students will 
develop a comprehensive understanding of a global crisis and pose sustainable solutions. The socially minded and 
morally conscious community of youth will support critical reflection, empowered optimism, and social action.

“Social life is not sitting in a room together or living in a city. It does not regard social 

relations. The essence is that something is produced that is useful to the whole of society.” 

—Maria Montessori

International Montessori Adolescent Summit 2015

Tapping the Well of Water Innovation:  
Seeking Sustainable Solutions to Water Access, Quality and Conflict

April 22-25th, 2015 • Washington, D.C.

In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly recognized the right of every human being to have access 

to sufficient water for personal and domestic uses, which must be safe, acceptable and affordable, and 

physically accessible. 

According to the U.N. Millennium Development Goals 2012 report, 11 per cent of the global population—783 

million people—remains without access to an improved source of drinking water and, at the current pace, 

605 million people will still lack coverage in 2015.

During the summit, participants will interact with representatives from the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, 
the United States Institute for Peace, Learn-Serve International, Amman Imman, the Water Institute at Johns 

Hopkins, George Washington University, the DC Department of Environment and many more! Come join 

Montessori youth from around the world and experts in the field in exploring solutions to increase water access, 

quality, and cooperation at home and abroad!



Future Potential Summit Topics:  
Pathways to Global Awareness

There is no peace without sustainability;  
no sustainability without peace.

Climate Change: • Rebalancing the human-planet 

relationship
Waste: • Exploring the effects of “excess” in the global  
North and South

Biodiversity: • Escaping extinction through immediate 
action
Poverty:•  Closing the gap on economic inequality

Deforestation: • Countering the devastation  
of deforestation with sustainable action
Education:•  Transforming the educational system  
for holistic development
Human Rights: • Seeking justice for all

Energy and Transportation: • (Em)powering the future for 
alternative energy solutions

The MISP Peace Bibilography is available at www.constructingpeace.org.

Montessori PeaceX
Student Chapter Organization

The Montessori PeaceX student organization is a convergence of 
academic study, personal development, and social action focused 
on peace and sustainability for Montessori adolescents. Participants 
consolidate their vision of peace, forming a manifesto and roadmap of 
social action. They research, discuss, and act on issues of peace and 
sustainability in collaboration with their school community and other 
adolescent peace groups.  The Montessori PeaceX outreach provides 
integration of knowledge and action addressing the most urgent reform 

issues of our time. Contact peacex@constructingpeace.org to receive 
your Montessori PeaceX Chapter starter-kit. 

“A great social mission that will ensure the child justice, harmony, and love remains to 

be accomplished. And this great task must be the work of education, for this is the only 

way to build a new world and bring peace.” 

—Maria Montessori, Peace and Education, 1949



Montessori Institute for the Science of Peace
2700 27th St. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008
w: 216-200-7886 

email: info@constructingpeace.org  
 www.constructingpeace.org


