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4th Assembly of Educateurs sans Frontières
Participant Bulletin (I)

Dear Participant,

Thank you for participating in the 4th Assembly of Educateurs sans Frontières. We are pleased
that you will be joining us at Hotel Inpawa in Khon Kaen, Thailand this August and hope that you
are looking forward to meeting friends, colleagues and members of the Monessori community
across the world.

With 20 countries being represented by the participants and speakers, and many more preparing
to join, we are expecting a diverse, international group that will surely make for many
an interesting discussion!

In this participant bulletin, the first of many leading up to the Assembly, we provide you with some
relevant information to help you to plan and prepare for our time together.

To start, we invite you to engage in pre-reading some pertinent texts that will help set the context
for the Assembly. You will also read about speaker, Dr Adele Diamond, and find some practical
information on traveling to Khon Kaen. We hope you find it useful.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any further questions.

Warm regards,
Organising Committee
AMI Educateurs sans Frontières

PRE-READING
Writings by Renilde Montessori
EsF continues the legacy established by Dr Montessori in her realisation of the role that education
must play in the creation of an everlasting peace. This tradition was absorbed and carried on by
her granddaughter, Renilde Montessori, and so, we would like to start by asking you to reflect on
two of her writings:
The preface to her booklet, 'Educateurs sans Frontières', where she refers to the Articles
from the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by the General Assembly of
the United Nations, to describe her vision of educators serving wherever needed as
ambassadors for the child
Her article, 'Eduateurs sans Frontières as Builders of Peace', published in the AMI Journal
Communicaions 2012-1/2.
It is this legacy and spirit that we bring forward at each subsequent Assembly as we come
together to continue this rich tradition.

These articles, and others that we will write to you about in the next update, will be added on to
the EsF website along with the Declaration of the Rights of the Child and the Millennium Goals
adopted by the United Nations. Participant login information will follow shortly.
We hope you will have some time prior to our gathering to take inspiration from these readings on
the Montessori philosophy and the tradition of Educateurs sans Frontières.

Recommended Reading
- Education and Peace by Maria Montessori.
The book can be ordered from the North American Montessori Teachers Association or
Montessori Pierson Publishing Company.

- Educateurs sans Frontières by Renilde Montessori
The booklet an be ordered from Nienhuis Montessori.

PRACTICAL MATTERS
Travel
The Assembly will take place in Khon Kaen, the capital city of the Province and District of Khon
Kaen in North East Thailand. It is located at approximately 370 kilometres from Bangkok.

When planning your travel, do remember to include travel from Bangkok to Khon Kaen.
Thai Airways operates 3-4 flights a day.

Please share your Khon Kaen arrival and departure times with us as soon as you book your
tickets so that we can reserve a seat for you on the airport-hotel transfer shuttle.

Visa
A visa is required to travel to Thailand. Passport holders of certain countries may be able to obtain
a visa on arrival in the country, while others will have to obtain the visa prior to entering the
country.

We recommend checking with the Thai Consulate in your country for correct and up-to-date
information on visas for Thailand.

WHO'S WHO
Speaker: Dr Adele Diamond
Adele Diamond, PhD, FRSC, is the Tier I
Canada Research Chair Professor of
Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience at the
University of British Columbia, Vancouver,
Canada. At the forefront of research on
Executive Functions, Adele's work examines
how the Executive Functions, are influenced
by biological and environmental factors and
how they can be improved.

Executive Functions include 'thinking outside the box' (cognitive flexibility), mentally interrelating
ideas and facts (working memory), and giving considered responses rather than impulsive ones,
resisting temptations and staying focused (inhibitory control).

Adele received her B.A. from Swarthmore College Phi Beta Kappa (in Sociology-Anthropology &
Psychology), her PhD from Harvard (in Developmental Psychology), and was a postdoctoral
fellow at Yale Medical School ion Neuroanatomy (with Patricia Goldman-Rakic). She is also a
recipient of many awards, including being named Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, Award
for Lifetime Contributions to Developmental Psychology in the Service of Science and Society,
and being named one of the '2000 Outstanding Women of the 20th Century'.

A strong supporter of Montessori education, Adele has worked in partnership with AMI for many
years. We are pleased to have her with us at the Assembly in Thailand and look forward to some
very interesting discussions.

For more information on Adele Diamond and her work, visit www.devcogneuro.com.
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