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Many times during this past year (since I returned from the First Assembly of the Educateurs sans Fron-

tières) I have been asked the questions: 
• Who is an Educateur sans Frontières?

• What is the work of an Educateur sans Frontières?

• Where do they go, what do they do?

Perhaps the answer I could give today is not the answer I might have considered a year ago: The three

words Educateurs sans Frontières encapsulate the Montessori spirit and ethos.

Like all great thinkers Maria Montessori’s ideas cut across time and space. She was indeed an ed-

ucator whose work knew no boundaries. Her ideas are as relevant and contemporary today as they were 

in their time. 

We are fully aware that they are being implemented in Montessori schools around the world, but

of greater interest is the application of her approach to children at home, in childcare centres, in the 

work with hospitalized children, the maladjusted children, the physically impaired, the socially hand-

icapped, children trapped by the exigencies of war and the horrors of war, children trapped in a family 

where the parents are ‘at war’ with each other. 

Maria Montessori condensed the essence of her work over forty years into a simple phrase by 

stating that she had discovered the child. This phrase also draws our attention to the humility and 

respect with which she approached her fellow human beings and she considered the child as a fellow

human being. 

Every Montessorian has been privileged to make this same discovery. Montessori’s ideas appear 

to be so ‘simple’ and yet they are profound. It is this juxtaposition between the simple and the profound

that allows our work to be carried out within a wider framework. 

We, each in our own way, can serve the child through the skills we have acquired and the options

that are open to us. 

I believe that an Educateurs sans Frontières is one who:

• Has a sincere belief in the aim of our work;

• Has a genuine commitment and a passion to accomplish a project that has been put in motion;

• Has the humility to work with and alongside others;

• Thinks of the work as a journey to be undertaken. During the course of this journey we may be 

able to plant some seeds, some of which may come to fruition where others will not;

• Maintains a spirit of optimism, no matter what the result.

I believe that the work of an Educateur can be done within the confines of one’s own home, the local 

community, the inner city or elsewhere in the world. Prior preparation and inner strength are the keys

which allow us to accomplish the goals we set ourselves. 


