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Teresa Aquino was born and raised in the Philippines, and brings 17 years of classroom experience to 
Educateurs sans Frontières. As a child, she studied at one of the oldest Montessori schools in the country. Upon 

graduation, she went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from De La Salle University in Manila, a 
degree that has complemented her ongoing Montessori training over the years. Ms Aquino taught Montessori 
for four years before emigrating to the United States and obtaining an AMI Primary Diploma from the Ohio 
Montessori Training Institute. She began her career as a guide in 1999 at an AMI school in Texas, where she 
has guided children for the past 13 years. She holds dual teaching certificates in the Philippines and the USA.

Willie Bennett is a presenter at this EsF Assembly. He is the Lead Organizer of Dallas Area Interfaith, 
a multi-ethnic, multi-issue group of diverse civic institutions that works to empower citizens to take part in 
decisions that affect their daily lives. His work in community organizing and leadership training has led to the 
creation of after school programmes in the public schools, parent-led construction of recreation centres and 
playgrounds, and health insurance coverage for low income children.

Lupita Alvarez holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Recreation, a Postgraduate Degree in Education from the Universidad Pedagógica 
de Mexico, an AMI Primary Montessori Certificate, and a Master’s Degree in Education from Loyola College in 

Maryland. She has been Teacher, School Director and Director of Education for the Juneau Montessori School 
in the last 14 years. Born and raised in Mexico City, she moved to Alaska in 1988, worked with girls as Field 
Director for the Girl Scout Council, developed an arts programme for children and directed Juneau Dance 
Unlimited for seven years and discovered Montessori education as a young parent seeking care for her first 
child. Lupita has been an advocate for young children, serving as a member of the Public Policy Committee of 
the Association for Education for Young Children in Southeast Alaska.

Helen Boluña has a BA in psychology from San Jose State University and an AMI Primary Diploma from the Montessori 
Teacher Training Center of Northern California. She has experienced being an Assistant Teacher, Head Teacher 

and a Director of a few Montessori schools in CA. Prior to being a teacher, she worked as a Technical Recruiter, 
Trainer, Training Manager, compensation Analyst as well as an HR representative for a clothing company in The 
Philippines, and some companies in Silicon Valley. Helen was born in the Philippines and lived in the United 
States of America most of her life. She lives with her husband and son in San Carlos, CA. When her 12 year-
old son first entered a Montessori school at the age of 2, she was inspired to take the training a year later. After 

teaching for a few years, she now wishes to take her learning and work with the children, to a new level and 
hopes to one day make a change in her own hometown in the Philippines.

Victoria Barrès, member of the EsF Working Party, has worked in international development in Africa, 
training and implementing strategies for women and girls, adult literacy and early childhood development 
based on a participatory community development approach. Formerly she served as an AMI board member. 
Currently she is on the AMI Advisory Council and is the AMI representative to UNESCO and to the Executive 
Board of the International Network for a Culture of Non-Violence and Peace, the new permanent structure 
of an international non-governmental organization (15 international organizations; 15 national coordinations) 

created to promote the International Decade for Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World.
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Lucy Cañez was born and raised in Norfolk, Virginia and earned her undergraduate degree in sociology 
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. She received her primary Montessori training 
from the Montessori Institute of Atlanta, Georgia in 1972. She has been a primary guide at Montessori of 
Hampton Roads, Austin Montessori, St. Alcuin Montessori School, and at the Barbara Gordon Montessori 
School, Texas since 1987. Besides her Montessori experiences, she has worked in a children’s living unit 

for children at risk and has done consulting for several ESL school programs. Over the years Lucy has done 
tutoring in reading. She enjoys gardening, both at home and at school with the children. She also teaches 

yoga, gives cooking classes for children, and takes dance lessons with her husband of 31 years.   

Nisey Carter has been working with children in one capacity or another for most of her life. She is a 2009 
graduate of the Montessori Institute Northwest, primary teacher certification. Nisey received her AAOT from 
Portland Community College, on the President’s List, in 2011 and will begin her final year of school at 
Marylhurst University for a Bachelor’s of Psychology this fall. She is closer than ever to fulfilling her dream 
of bringing Montessori education to impoverished communities around the world. With the help of her life 
partner, Ryan Shanks, and business partner, Hindi Iserhott, she will open a school in Mexico by December of 

2012. As Hindi is elementary trained, this school will provide a Montessori education to children ages 3 to 12, 
in addition to being a place for community building.

  Christine Bradley Appreciating the many-faceted paths that lead us to the present has been the focus of 
Christine’s experience and journey with Montessori. At twenty she completed the primary training in Vancouver, 
worked locally and then abroad in Saudi Arabia and Melbourne, Australia. After travelling, Christine returned 
to Vancouver to complete her undergrad in philosophy and with this knowledge, in combination with a 
foundation in Montessori and real life experience, she began to grow in understanding of the profoundness of 
Maria Montessori’s contribution to humanity. Christine followed up by taking the elementary training in 

Milwaukee and finished an MEd from Loyola. Learning more about EsF, and hopefully taking this working 
knowledge overseas or wherever it may lead, was a goal from primary training. Christine has been the owner of 

a small AMI Montessori school in Bellevue WA for 3 years.

Pamela Castelain was born in Texas and immediately moved with her parents to Bonn, Germany. Her 
first language was German. She speaks English, French and Spanish. She is a graduate of the University 
of St. Thomas in Houston, Texas and College International de Cannes in France. In 2010 she earned her 
Masters in Information Technology. She has served as Executive Director of the French-American Chamber 
of Commerce in Houston, and has been employed with multi-national companies such as a Parisian 
perfume house, and travelled extensively. Pamela married Jacques Castelain, a naturalized American who 

had an eclectic career, and she was widowed in 2009. Involved in business, Pamela joined the assembly 
after hearing about Montessori work being done in Haiti via the Peter Hesse Foundation.

Patrice Britz has a background in English/Philosophy/Drama at the undergraduate level and Theatre at the 
graduate level. She met her husband when they both finished their graduate work in Theatre. Patrice decided to 
take Montessori primary training on the advice of her godmother’s sister. A few years later, Patrice’s husband 
decided to take elementary training and taught upper elementary. Several years on, they both took the AMI 6-12 
elementary training, and Patrice began teaching 6-9 and her husband 9-12. Her husband attended the AMI 
Adolescent Orientation Program with David Kahn. They’ve both taught in Montessori schools since the early 

80’s. Now they are in North Carolina where Patrice teaches elementary children in a public Montessori magnet 
school and her husband coordinates the Adolescent Programme in another public Montessori magnet school. He’s 

also completing the extended Adolescent Orientation training for Montessori High School with David Kahn. Patrice is attending EsF 
to understand how she might extend this work into new areas.

Kay Boulden is a presenter at EsF. She is an education consultant, specializing in research and 
development activities in indigenous education in Australia. Kay worked for many years as a teacher 
and Head of Department, and for a decade in social justice policy development and management for the 
Queensland Department of Education. She has extensive experience working in Indigenous communities 
in Cape York and other parts of Queensland on a range of issues and is also National Coordinator of the 

Australian Young, Pregnant and Parenting Network. Kay is currently working with the Montessori Children’s 
Foundation.
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Sue Ferrari has over 25 years of Montessori experience as a primary guide and this year begins her 
twelfth year at MCS. Sue received an AMI Primary 3-6+ Montessori Diploma in 1978 from the Montessori 
Teachers’ Training Center of St. Louis. Sue also holds a Bachelor of Environmental Design in Product 
Design from North Carolina State University where she graduated with honors in 1975. Sue spent 6 
years working and teaching in Beirut, Lebanon, from 1978-1984.  She attended the second assembly 
of Educateurs sans Frontières in Spain in 2004 and looks forward to the third assembly in Dallas. In the 
summer of 2009 Sue completed her Masters Degree in Education from St. Catherine University in St. Paul. 
Favourite Montessori  thought: “The prepared environment should be ‘the keys to the universe,’ not the universe 
itself.” 

Brian First has travelled extensively and worked in a wide range of environments. He double majored 
in Philosophy and in Asian Studies with a minor in Religious Studies, so he brings an interest in cultures 
as well as the individuals that make up those cultures. He is always curious about the paths of growth 
that people follow through their lives that impact who they become. He believes that supporting an 
education that addresses the whole human is one of the most fundamental and important things we can 
do to ensure healthy individuals and a healthy society. He is here to be a student himself of Montessori 
education, to discover how he might apply his talents and experiences to serve the needs of children 
worldwide.

Nancy Ferguson is a presenter at this assembly. She is a counselor and play therapist who works 
with low income, at risk children. She has worked closely with East Dallas Community School and 
Lindsley Park Community School to develop their Play Media programme. She also serves the children 
and families of the Vogel Alcove, a child care centre for homeless children.

Terry N. Ford is an EsF presenter. She is the Founder and Executive Director of East Dallas Community 
Schools. This organization includes East Dallas Community School and Lindsley Park Community 
School, both inner city Montessori public charter schools, and Bachman Lake Community School, a 
bilingual parent education and Early Head Start programme located in the heart of one of Dallas’ poorest 
neighbourhoods.

John Fullinwider (EsF presenter) is a community organizer and civic activist, known for his work 
on behalf of the homeless, low-income housing, and education for children from low income families. He 
has years of experience teaching at-risk adolescents in the Dallas Independent School District’s public 
alternative high school. 

Ute Frank holds both the AMI primary and elementary diplomas. She has been teaching at the 
Montessori International-School Munich (6-10) for two years. Ute has international teaching experiences 
in France, the Cayman Islands, Mallorca/Spain, and Guernsey/Channel Islands. She is interested in EsF, 
because she loves to travel, to discover new places, cultures, adventures and wants to help to introduce 
Montessori all over the world. Ute’s mother tongue is German; She is fluent in English and French. She 
appreciates art, music, museums, photography, books, cinema and international Montessori friends.
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Christine Harrison has been involved in Montessori education since 1985, having been a parent, 
board member, administrator and head of school. Other education related positions have included Chair of 
the Association of Independent Schools in the ACT and on the Board of the Independent Schools Council 
of Australia (ISCA). Christine is currently the Founding President of Montessori Australia Foundation and 
acts as a Consultant. She is a member of the Advisory Board of the Association Montessori Internationale 
(AMI) and on the Board of the Montessori International College in Queensland. Christine is a trained 

mediator and coach, workplace trainer, adult educator and governance consultant with a particular interest 
in small school and community organization strategic planning, governance and leadership support.

Barbara Gordon received a B.S. in Home Sciences from Texas Tech University and a Master of 
Education from Texas Women’s University. She took her AMI Primary training at the Centro de Estudios de 
Educación in Mexico City.  In addition to founding BGMS, from which she retired in 2006, Ms Gordon served 
as Head of School at the St. Alcuin Montessori School in Dallas for 25 years, and also directed Montessori 
of Maui in Hawaii, Whitby School in Greenwich, CT and the Children’s Montessori School in Ipswich, MA.  
She guides the Silent Journey & Discovery (a parent education experience) at numerous Montessori schools 

throughout the nation. She is Executive Director of AMITOT, and serves on the board of the Montessori Institute 
of North Texas (MINT).

Susan C. Hamilton integrates her leadership and community advocacy skills at Bachman Lake 
Community School where she coordinates the family and community partnerships. She supervises the social 
work practice and builds partnerships with health, social service, and education organizations. Additionally, 
Susan serves on the Board of Directors of the Montessori Institute of North Texas. Prior to 2010, Susan 
was a leadership and adult learning consultant throughout North America and Europe. She earned her 
M.Ed. in Integrative Learning from Endicott College (Beverly, MA) and her B.S. in Social Work from Hardin 
Simmons University (Abilene, TX). Susan enjoys hiking in cooler climates, kayaking, and reading. Susan and 
her family were part of the education community of East Dallas Community Schools (AMI) for 8 years. She 
was then introduced to the Endicott TIES M.Ed. program—Montessori for adults—and began to dance in a 
broader context of living.

Melissa Harbert has been a Montessori educator for nearly thirty-five years. She earned her AMI 
Primary certificate in 1980 and was a Primary guide for 12+ years in schools in the Portland, Oregon area. 
A Principal/Head of School for the past 14 years, Melissa is currently the Administrator of Lewis and Clark 
Montessori Charter School in Gresham, Oregon. She has also served the community as a training course 
assistant, chaired the Oregon Montessori Association and has consulted for several Montessori schools 
in school leadership, and board and programme development. Melissa has visited Montessori schools 
across the U.S. as well as in France, the Netherlands, South Korea, Mexico and Australia. She has a BA 
in Anthropology/ Psychology, an MA in Counseling, and is a Licensed Professional Counselor. In her clinical 
counseling practice, she specialized in treating children, youth and families impacted by interpersonal violence 
and traumatic events, effectively melding Montessori principles with various modes of therapy. 

Bridget Harcey studied International Development Studies as an undergrad at the University of California, 
Los Angeles. At that time she travelled to Bihar, India where she lived for half a year doing social work with 
a local NGO in education. She learned much in that experience which strengthened her belief in women’s 
studies and basic education. Bridget cares about our natural environment and our collective move toward 
sustainability. Bridget’s interests include permaculture, sustainable architecture, dance, multiculturalism. She 
regularly volunteers with the Art of Living Foundation. She is a Primary guide in Oakland, CA. She considers 

her work purposeful and fun. She also enjoys hiking, food and meditation. Bridget holds great hope for the future 
and our harmonious coexistence.

Carol Guy-James Barratt is the Senior Technical Advisor with the Peter Hesse Foundation, creating 
Montessori schools for underprivileged children and coordinating Montessori teacher training in Haiti and 
Ivory Coast. Born in Trinidad, she completed pre-school and elementary Montessori training at the London 
Montessori Training Centre. In 1985 she launched a programme to train Montessori teachers and to 
promote early childhood education in Haiti with the Peter Hesse Foundation. This initiative has grown to 
a network of schools and teacher training centres throughout Haiti and has made Montessori education 
accessible to poor communities. She has also trained teachers and teacher trainers in Senegal and South 
Africa. Her work in early childhood education was recognized by a nomination for the Right Livelihood Award 
in 1998. Ms Guy-James Barratt has written books and manuals on Montessori teacher training and designed 
an early childhood exhibit for the World Expo 2000 in Hanover.
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Waduda Henderson has been a Montessori guide for thirty years. She holds AMI diplomas in Primary 
and Elementary. Currently she is working as an Elementary Guide in the DC Public Schools. Twenty years ago 
she helped convert a private school into a public school, which has grown from three Primary classes into a 
school which is moving into its own building. The new site will hold 400 students. As a child and teenager, 
her favourite passion was volunteering with the Red Cross. She has worked as a volunteer parole officer for 

troubled youth, and a drama coach for adult prisoners. Her son attended school in a small village in Senegal. 
She has been featured in Who’s Who of America’s Teachers multiple times, and was elected into the EPOC 

(Experiential Practices Off Campus) Hall of Fame at Gallaudet University for the Deaf. She is humbled and honoured   
to be a part of this year’s EsF training.

Teanny Hurtado was born in a Montessori family, growing and learning through the Montessori materials 
and philosophy that gave her a deep understanding of human development when she began her career as a 
teacher and psychologist. She has an AMI diploma at the A to I level (1992/1993 MID), a Psychology degree 
(1992/1997), Education degree (2005), several trainings in Psychotherapy and a Masters in Existential 
Psychotherapy. She was Course professor of the Psychology Faculty (Child Development 0 to 12 ) and 
Health Promoter Course (Evaluation and design of educational environments that promote growth in different 
areas) at the Iberoamericana University in Mexico City. Teanny has worked with different populations (children 
on the street, in poor city areas, adolescents in Oaxaca). Since 2000 she has been a consultant for different 
schools in Mexico City and since 1999 she has been working in a private office as a psychotherapist and has 
joined the AMI Training of Trainers programme.

Samson Kawuzi was born in Nawantale, a village some 150 km north-east of Kampala, Uganda. He 
spent his childhood and primary school years in Nawantale. He continued to university and graduated 
as a secondary school teacher. Samson followed courses in HIV/AIDS counselling and Peer Education, 
Functional Adult Literacy, Child Counselling, Child Rights, Rights and Responsibilities of patients. He 
has worked with The African Child Foundation and with Give Me a Chance. He always wished to start 
a school in Nawantale where children could get free education and free medical care. A few years ago, 
Samson met Eva Shaw, a US volunteer and got her interested in his dream. She introduced him to Kay 
Grosso, her mother, who founded The Uganda Community School Project in Nawantale. Samson has been 
the Project’s Executive Director since 2006. His interest in Montessori stems from meeting Christine of the 
Entebbe Montessori School, and sharing school experiences. 

Dipika Lakhani (presenter and staff member) was born in Uganda and raised in Kenya, spending her 
early childhood in the towns of Eldoret and Nakuru. Her family later moved to Nairobi where she continued 
with primary and secondary education as well as undergraduate studies. This was followed by a graduate 
business degree in London. Upon completion of her studies, she started a career in marketing, working 
in the advertising and tourism industries, both in Kenya and the UK. A passion for humanitarian work, 
sparked by volunteering with street children in Nairobi, as well as a chance encounter with the Montessori 
community led to acquiring a primary AMI Diploma in London. Several years of experience as a directress 
at Montessori schools in London and Chicago culminated in her joining the Training of Trainers programme 
at the Maria Montessori Institute in London. Dipika is currently project managing AMI’s Corner of Hope in 
Kenya.

Peter Hesse has been actively promoting children’s rights to education since 1983 when he founded the 
Peter Hesse Foundation to assist needy people in developing countries. In 1986 he established the Centre 

Montessori d’Haiti to improve the quality of early childhood education for poor children. This initiative has 
evolved into a self-sustaining network of Montessori preschools and teacher training centres. Peter became 
engaged in helping disadvantaged communities and making a change in global development policy after 
his first visit to Haiti where he witnessed the extreme poverty and desperate conditions for children there. 
After retiring as president of his family-business “Schmincke Artist’s Colours” he dedicated his time to 

advising on international development policy promoting Early Childhood Education. In addition to his other 
work, Mr Hesse serves as Honorary Consul of Iceland in Düsseldorf and has authored several books on social 

development.

Steve Hughes is an assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Neurology at the University of Minnesota Medical 
School and maintains a private practice where he specializes in assessment of Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity 

Disorder and other learning and behavioral problems in St. Paul, Minnesota. He completed his PhD in clinical 
psychology at the University of Minnesota and his post-doctoral fellowship in pediatric neuropsychology at 
the University of Minnesota Medical School. In his clinical work, he has specialized in neuropsychological 
assessment of children and adolescents with a wide range of learning, developmental, and medical disorders, 
His research interests include measurement of attention and executive functioning in children and adults, the 

effects of living in poverty on child development, and the neurodevelopmental benefits of Montessori. He is the 
chair of AMI’s Global Research Committee.
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 Kristin McAlister-Young is the founder/director of Centennial Montessori school, an AMI school 
for children 18 months to 6 years old. She graduated from Brown University with a BA in Developmental 
Psychology and Biomedical Ethics, has a Masters in Urban Education from Kings College, University 
of London and an AMI primary diploma from the Maria Montessori Institute in the UK. She was also 
Montessori raised from birth and attended Montessori schools until age 12. She is a NYC Board of 
Education certified secondary school teacher and mother to four children. She has always seen Dr 

Montessori’s philosophy as a vision for humanity, rather than simply an educational method and therefore 
is very excited to attend the EsF assembly to help understand and discuss how to extend the Montessori 

Philosophy outside of the classroom. Particular areas of interest include working with disadvantaged populations, 
supporting parents through a parenting centre, and applying the Montessori philosophy to the treatment of Alzheimer’s patients.

Jacquie Maughan has been involved in Montessori since her training with Miss Lena Wikramaratne in 
1971-72 in Palo Alto, CA. In order for her two sons to attend Montessori, she opened a school in Spokane, 
WA and then founded Pacific Crest School in Seattle, WA 25 years ago. In addition to her administrative 
duties, Jacquie is one of the teachers in the school’s adolescent program – focusing on math. She is also 
involved in helping to develop the land campus located on a farm on a small island in Puget Sound. She looks 
forward to planning her next “career” in Montessori and hopes to make the mission of EsF the vision that will 
give shape to what that career might be. Jacquie is currently the president of the North American Montessori 
Teachers Association. Montessori is basically her life – but she does have a little time to enjoy her sons and two 

grandsons, ages 4 and 1.

Deidre Lodrig has an Assistants to Infancy diploma ( 2006) from the Montessori Institute of North Texas 
Training Center, and has worked as a lead teacher in a toddler class for the past seven years. She currently 
leads a morning Half-Day Infant Community class at The Post Oak School, guides afternoon pre-natal and 
toddler parenting classes, and leads an Infant/Parent class of Crawlers-to-Walkers at The Motherhood 
Center. Deidre enjoys working with children aged 0 to 3 and loves to share in their curiosity of the world and 
their efforts toward independence. She has written a set of children’s picture books which are a part of the 

Post Oak’s school library. Deidre is working with John Long, Post Oak’s Head of School, as part of a team to 
broaden the reach and scope of parent education at Post Oak. She is interested  in helping to bring Montessori 

inspired parenting and education to children and families in both local and global communities. Deidre has one daughter, who 
attends Post Oak’s middle school.

Maria Rosario Leano was born into a family of six children in Manila, Philippines. Her mother was a 
teacher and her father a lawyer. She obtained her BSc in Maths at the College of the Holy Spirit. She went 
on to teach at the Maria Montessori Children’s School from 1982 - 2000. Maria Rosario completed her 
MSc teaching major in Math at De La Salle University. Furthermore she trained with Antonietta Paolini in 
Perugia, Italy and received her AMI primary diploma in 1999. This was followed by an AMI Assistants to 
Infancy course with Judi Orion and Chacha Vidales in Denver, graduating in 1989. From September 2003 

to June 2008, she worked in the toddler community at Patuxent Montessori School in Bowie, Maryland. At 
present, she takes care of family concerns and does volunteer work.

Amukta Mahapatra is Director of SchoolScape, a centre for educators that focuses on the preparation 
of the teacher and enables schools, education departments and organizations to enhance quality of learning 
in the classroom. She has been active in education since the 1980s when she started at the Krishnamurti 
Foundation India school in Chennai. Since then, she has set up the Abacus School, where Montessori ideas 
are applied right up to the elementary level while following the mainstream syllabus. She has worked with 
several NGOs and schools and has designed a programme for public-private partnership in Karnataka. While 
working with UNICEF, she helped to develop, with an internal task force, a Quality Package to be implemented 
in government schools across ten states. She has organized many national and international conferences; She 
has been a member of several committees such as the National Resource Group (NRG) for SSA; NEGAEE, NCERT, 
Delhi; R. Govinda Committee on teacher education; and CABE Committee.

Lynne Lawrence (presenter, EsF Working Party) has been Executive Director of the Association 
Montessori Internationale (AMI) since 2007. Her background in Montessori education spans over thirty-five 
years, which included being Director of Training and Schools at the MMI [former MMTO] in London. Lynne 
has many years experience with outreach projects, particularly in Africa, where she has supported and 
initiated projects in Tanzania and Kenya. She was integral in initiating the Corner of Hope project, to rebuild 
communities for internally displaced persons in Kenya.
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Tricia Miller graduated from The College of Wooster with a BA in Biology and a minor in Chemistry and 
earned her Ph.D. in Cell Biology from Baylor College of Medicine. She obtained her AMI Elementary diploma 
from Washington Montessori Institute in 2007 and her Masters in Education from Loyola University, Maryland 
in 2008. Tricia had the privilege of attending the North American Montessori Teachers’ Association’s 
Orientation for Adolescent Studies and earned her certificate of completion in November of 2010. She 
has taught Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary and is currently the guide for the land-based Adolescent 
Program at Barbara Gordon Montessori School in Colleyville, Texas. Tricia has two daughters, Sarah (18) and 
Marie (15), a Toy Fox Terrier named Jazzy, and a Bearded Dragon named Bud. 

Catherine Nehring is a Montessori Special Educator. AMI Elementary teacher-trained in Bergamo 
(2005/6 & 2010/11), she also holds Special Education training certificates in Orton-Gillingham Tutoring, 
The Dubard Association Method, Montessori Applied To Children at Risk, Autism-A Montessori Approach, 
Montessori for Dementia, and Laubach ESL Tutoring. Catherine is a strong supporter of public and 
inclusive Montessori education. She is a founder of two Public Montessori Charter Schools in Frederick, 

MD: Monocacy Valley Montessori Public Charter School (opened 2002) and Carroll Creek Montessori Public 
Charter School (opening 2012). As an international advocate for Montessori-based Special Education, she 

works to raise awareness about the diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of the Montessori Educational approach. 

Philip O’Brien (presenter) is an AMI Board member, a former UNICEF Regional Director and Senior 
Programme Officer in UNICEF’s Office of Emergency Programmes, where he was responsible for 
operational and policy support to UNICEF offices working in crisis situations. He is currently Executive 
Vice President for Communications Advocacy and Development at the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS 
Foundation.

Molly O’Shaughnessy (presenter) is an AMI teacher trainer, lecturer, consultant, and national and 
international speaker. Since 1996, she has served as Director of Training at the Montessori Training Center of 
Minnesota (MTCM). She was a founding board member of the Minnesota Children’s Museum, chairing the 
capital campaign to raise $16 million to open a new facility. Molly has raised considerable funds to establish 
a ‘Cornerstone’, a school for low income families, and through the Training Centre offers many outreach 
programmes, serving the most vulnerable members of her community.

Mai Nghiem holds an MSc. (University of Toronto), and a BSc. (University of Saigon). For 25 years she worked as a research 
associate in the biomedical field (University of Toronto, University Health Network, Amgen, Viegen). She has been active on projects 
such as Twinkle Star Home Day Care, 1996-2002; Metro Toronto International Caravan, Saigon Pavilion 1992; 
Vietnamese-Canadian Community Council of Greater Toronto, 1991; Vietnamese Youth and Women Center of 
Toronto, 1991-1992; MetroToronto Chinese and South East Asian Legal Clinic, 1988-1991. In 2005 Mai earned 
her AMI primary diploma. In 2011 she started the Vitali Montessori School, and in 2010 she founded the 
Vietnamese Montessori Education Foundation, of which she is the president. She has helped translate several 
Montessori titles into Vietnamese and is liaison for future collaboration between USSH of Saigon and AMI. Mai 
assists local grass-root groups in starting free Montessori Casa programmes for children from disadvantaged 
and rural areas. Her passion is promoting and developing Montessori projects.

Mary Caroline Parker (EsF Working Party) is Head of School at The Barbara Gordon Montessori School 
in Colleyville, Texas. She holds the AMI Primary diploma from the Centro de Estudios de Educación in Mexico 
City, a BA in Latin American Studies from Smith College, a J.D. from American University, and an M.Ed. in 
Montessori Integrative Learning from Endicott College. Mary Caroline is a member of the board of AMI where 
she holds the “Humanitarian and Child Advocacy” position. She serves on the boards of the Montessori 
Institute of North Texas (MINT), an AMI training centre, and Neighbors United, which operates East Dallas 
Community School and Lindsley Park Community School, public Montessori schools for primarily low income 
children, and Bachman Lake Community School, an Early Head Start Center serving 140 pregnant women, and 
children from birth to age 3. 
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André Roberfroid (presenter) is the President of the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), and 
former UNICEF Deputy Executive Director for Programme and Strategic Planning. With André as President, 
AMI has implemented an ambitious strategic plan with one of the goals being the global expansion of 
Montessori early childhood education programmes.  André’s experience in the field spans times of conflict in 
Lebanon and Rwanda, and includes work in Mali and Iran.

Larry Quade (EsF Working Party) trained as an anthropologist at the University of Kansas. He taught 
anthropology, archaeology, and comparative religion for 15 years at Washburn University, a liberal arts college 
in Topeka, Kansas. In 1985 he discovered Montessori education and brought the anthropological focus to 
early childhood. He has worked primarily with children age 3 to 6 in schools in Texas, as well as a year 
with adolescents. Larry serves on the board of directors of the  Montessori Institute of North Texas (MINT), 
Dallas, where he also assists in primary teacher training. He is an AMI Auxiliary Trainer at the Primary Level. 
He is pedagogy advisor at Barbara Gordon Montessori School in Colleyville, Texas, where he has been 
primary teacher and head of school. Larry is a Texas farm boy. 

Laura Peterson (presenter) is the Founder and Executive Director of Hands to Hearts International (HHI), 
an organization which empowers parents and caregivers to improve their child’s earliest development. HHI 
has trained more than 12,000 women and men, who are bettering the care for over 57,000 orphaned and 
vulnerable children in Uganda and India.  Laura also serves on the UNESCO Asia’s Early Childhood Care 
and Education Advisory Committee.

Socorro Perales (presenter) is a community organizer for the Bachman Lake Community School Parent 
Outreach and Early Head Start programme. She is developing a team of involved parent leaders who are 
gaining the skills and confidence needed to initiate actions that will benefit their children, their families, 
and the community.

Mary Reinhardt was a participant in the first Assistants to Infancy Course in Rome in 1981. After 
earning her diploma she returned to The Montessori School in Wilton, Ct. and helped to expand their 
programme to include an Infant Community, Parent/Infant classes and a Childbirth Preparation Series. She 
continues to direct all three of these programmes as well as support her school community through various 
committee work including: strategic planning, support of diversity, parent education and care of the outdoor 
environment. She is a consultant for AMI/USA.

Maureen Peifer completed her AMI Elementary Training in Bergamo, Italy in 1975. She holds a BA 
in Philosophy from Loyola University , Chicago, Illinois. Maureen has worked continuously in Montessori 
environments as a 3-6 assistant, 6-9, 9-12, and adolescent director and served as the teaching principal 
of Rock Prairie Montessori School in Janesville, Wisconsin. Currently, she is the school librarian at Near 
North Montessori School where she has spent much of her professional life. Maureen also worked 
with under-served children at Ezzard Charles Montessori in Chicago, McDowell Public Montessori in 
Milwaukee, and at Beloit College’s summer enrichment programs for 9-12 year olds. Maureen has always 
been drawn to Montessori’s vision of children as citizens of the world and her social justice and peace 
curricula and writings. She has volunteered with her husband at The Heartland Alliance working to resettle 
newly arrived refugees in Chicago.
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Alyssa Schwartz is a Montessori child, having attended a school in Northern California from toddler 
through upper elementary. After graduating college with a master’s degree in education, she went to London 
to train at the Maria Montessori Institute. Since her training, she has been the head teacher in the primary 
classroom at Centennial Montessori School, in San Mateo, CA. Alyssa is interested in how Montessori can be 
utilized to include children with disabilities and in bringing Montessori to rural and underserved communities.

Marissa Sherkenney is a child of the back-to-the-land movement in Northern California, and attended a wonderful 
Montessori primary. In college she focused on experiential education with emphasis on bringing children into 

wilderness settings. She also worked as an aid to a mainstreamed special needs child in a kindergarten 
classroom and discovered a love for young children. Marissa trained at the Montessori Institute North West. 
She taught at schools in California, New Zealand and Montana. While living in New Zealand, she had the 
opportunity to share her passion for the Montessori method through putting on workshops and giving lectures 
to other Montessorians throughout the country. Recently in Montana, she gave the keynote address at the 

annual gathering of the Montana Montessori Educators Assoc., titled “Montesssori and Social Change.” While 
her commitment to Montessori is stronger than ever, she finds that she is drawn toward advocacy work outside of 

the primary classroom.

  Monica Smith earned an AMI Primary Diploma from the Maria Montessori Training Organisation in London. Monica is a 
Primary Teacher at the Montessori Academy, in the state public school sector (Rochester City School District). 

She earned her Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education at Nazareth College, and holds both regular 
and special education certifications in New York State. She participated in the first and second assembly of 
Educateurs sans Frontières. With Dr John Erhart, Monica co-founded The Montessori Intervention Programs. 
As an advisor to the Autism team at the Board of Cooperative Educational Services in Monroe County, NY, 
Monica, along with Dr Erhart, assisted in the development of the Communication and Social Skills programme 
for adolescents with Asperger’s Syndrome. Together they are developing the AMI Course for Children with 

Special Needs, to begin in New York City in August of 2012. 

Lucette van Someren Boyd is a Registered Nurse, with a post grad in Intensive Care, Recovery & 
Anesthetics, and a post grad in Bereavement Counseling. She holds a BA in Teaching Early Childhood, and 
an MEd in special education. When Lucette’s children started to attend Montessori schools her interest in 
this approach to life evolved into a firm commitment. As a parent she was very active on the school’s board, 
culminating in her taking the AMI primary training in 1999. She has worked in Sydney and Wollongong and 
as a Special Needs teacher. In 2008 she opened her own school in Sydney and she is setting up a 0 -3 

environment. Her daughter is currently doing 0-3 training. Lucette has volunteered at an Indigenous programme 
for 0-6 year-olds for several years, and hopes that children from this centre will be able to attend her new centre 

with some government funding. She is active in IoC (Initiatives of Change) a global Peace organization and has been 
involved in many women’s initiatives.

 Nadine Rozenoer holds a primary diploma from the Montessori Institute of San Diego (2005) and received 
her Masters of Education from Loyola College in Maryland the same year. She assisted at her training centre, 
worked in private schools in Paris, San Diego and Tokyo, and most recently in San Francisco Public Montessori 
school. An immigrant from the former Soviet Union, Nadine is a bilingual Russian-English speaker and has 
extensive experience working with children of many ethnicities and socio-economic backgrounds, English 
language learners, at risk children and children with special needs. Nadine is passionate about Montessori, 

dedicated to the child centred and experiential approach to learning, and excellent at creating engaging prepared 
environments. An explorer and traveller herself, she models and encourages an attitude of compassion, respect, 

joy and wonder as she engages children in and out of the classroom in building, creating, fixing, taking apart, climbing, 
making, sailing, performing, meditating, communicating and always participating.

Carla Sprague (presenter) has been involved in child work since the early 1960s, when she began a 
teaching career in rural Wisconsin as a Franciscan nun. Sometimes Carla refers to her motherhood of two 
sons as her “second career.” Her “third career” began in 1991 at Dallas Child Guidance Center as a Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker, where she combined her past experience with her on-going quest for service and 
understanding of children. Carla later helped establish a Social Services Department at a Dallas daycare 
centre for homeless children. She has worked with the Dallas Independent School District’s Preschool 

Program for Children with Disabilities, and with Lindsley Park Community School. Private practice now allows 
her time to reflect, supervise other clinicians, and spend time with her children and grandchildren.



who's who

Martha Urioste (presenter) is a pioneer in the field of education. Recognized for her work with 
Montessori education, she was the first principal in Denver, Colorado, to pioneer a Montessori elementary 
school in that State, making Denison Montessori Elementary School a national model in the public sector. 
She is also the founder and former president of Family Star, a national 0 - 3 Early Head Start Center based 
on the Montessori research model.

Charlene S. Trochta, Austin, Texas received her AMI Primary Diploma with distinction in May, 1967. She 
has founded two schools and taught in the USA, Japan, Hawaii and presently is the Director Emeritus of Casa 
Montessori in Austin. One of the founding Board Members of NAMTA from 1970-1975, Charlene now serves as 
a member of the Advisory Council of AMI. A presenter at NAMTA and AMI Study conferences and International 
Congresses [1972 and 1991] her articles have been published in NAMTA journals, AMI-USA News Bulletins, 

AMI Bulletins and Communications. She attended the Second Assembly of EsF in Burgos, Spain in 2004.

Megan Tyne holds the AMI 3 to 6 Diploma and a BA Dip Ed and has been involved in Montessori education 
since 1985. She has three grown children, all of whom attended Montessori schools. With a professional 
background in computers, finance and marketing she has assisted numerous Montessori associations both 
in Australia and overseas. She was Chair of the International Montessori Centenary Committee and is 
website designer for several Montessori organizations, including AMI. Megan also assists with Indigenous 
Montessori projects in Australia and attended the 2004 Educateurs sans Frontières assembly held in Burgos, 

Spain. She is currently Executive Director of the Montessori Children’s Foundation and the Montessori 
Australia Foundation, Administrator of the Australian Montessori Teacher Education Foundation and Project 

Coordinator for AMI.

Veronica Toro Ruiz knows firsthand about Montessori. Born and raised in Puerto Rico, she attended her 
parent’s school, Casa Montessori de Caguas, and then Colegio Montessori de Puerto Rico until she was twelve 

years old. She received her AMI Primary, and Assistants to Infancy Diplomas at the Montessori Institute of San 
Diego with Dr Silvia Dubovoy. Veronica holds a BA in Public Communications and an MA in Translation Studies 
from the University of Puerto Rico. As a freelancer she produced and wrote cultural videos to teach language 
to children and teens. She has worked at Adams Montessori School in Quincy since 2006, first as an assistant, 
and since 2008 as Primary Guide. In her free time she volunteers at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston as a tour 

guide, sews materials for her classroom and tends to her garden in New England.

Francene Steele-Fletcher grew up on the island of Jamaica and attended Hampton School from 
1985 to 1992. A two-year teaching stint helped her to recognize her love for teaching and provided the 
impetus to seek professional training. She was among the first group of students to be admitted into the 
three-year bachelor of education programme, first offered at the University of the West Indies, Mona in 
1994. During her training she learned about the Montessori approach to teaching and was fascinated by 
it as it embodies deep seated notions about how education ought to be. After completing her studies in 
Managing Learning Difficulties, she accepted a position as a lecturer at Sam Sharpe Teachers College 
where she worked for four years. In 2002, she and her family moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. There, 
she worked with the School District of Philadelphia until 2006. She is married and has three children. 

Pablo Stansbery (presenter) is senior director Early Childhood Development at Save the Children, and 
received his doctorate in Human Development and Psychology in 1998 from Harvard University. He continued 
his post-doctoral training at the Child Development Unit within Boston Children’s Hospital (Harvard Medical 
School). His research concentrates on the impact culture has on child rearing practices and how those 
practices influence developmental trajectories of children beginning at the earliest ages (0-6 years). 
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Ciara Wentworth was raised in California and attended Montessori school as a child. She began mentorship clubs both in 
high school and college and graduated with a BA in Sociology and Anthropology from Lewis and Clark College. 
Her teaching experience includes: a teacher training course on Education with Human Values in Thailand, 
teaching English in rural Mexico, teaching summer school in China Town Boston for ESL students and in 
San Francisco through the Boys and Girls Club. Ciara began assisting at Marin Montessori School in 2005 
in the Primary, then later in the Elementary. She taught the Upper Elementary one year in the Dominican 
Republic and then returned to Marin Montessori School in 2009, where she is currently teaching in the 
Lower Elementary. Ciara graduated from the Montessori Training Center of Minnesota and has a Masters of 
Education from Loyola University. 

Lia Woo was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. Over the years her explorations have included outdoor 
education, violence prevention education, carpentry, organic farming, and gardening. A love affair with 
travelling has taken her to several countries around the world, including parts of Asia, Central and North 
America and Europe. She has a deep curiosity and desire to learn more about the education of children 
in rural societies. In particular, she hopes to work with groups where traditional means of passing on 
indigenous knowledge are intersecting with current political and geographical pressures for “formal 
education”. After receiving her Montessori primary level training from the Montessori Institute Northwest 
and her MEd from Loyola University, followed her commitment to work in a public Montessori programme. 
Lia and her husband live in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where she is currently a primary teacher at Craig 
Montessori, an urban elementary school within the Milwaukee Public School District.

‘LATE ARRIVALS’

Urvashi Warman has been associated with the field of education for more than two decades. She started 
her career as a teacher with Loharu Montessori School, Jaipur, Rajasthan, in India in 1990. There she received 
hands-on extensive training in the Montessori method of teaching and learning at a time when Montessori 
education was not heard of in the state of Rajasthan. To get a comprehensive exposure to various styles of 
teaching methodology she then joined a mainstream school and taught the elementary classes for more than 
a decade. In 2007 she came back to the Montessori system of education and joined The Palace School as the 

Principal. Mrs Warman has authored a series of books on Environmental Education and General Awareness for 
elementary school students. 

Tatjana Vichnevsky founded Friends of Montessori Education to support children from low-income families 
to attend private Montessori school. A first-generation American of Russian and German heritage, Tatjana has 

a special interest in reaching out to recent immigrant families. With experience in business and education, 
she opened Full Circle Montessori School in Arlington, Virginia to serve children from all socio-economic 
backgrounds. She partnered with the Arlington Housing Corporation and opened a classroom within one of 
their mixed-income-housing communities. Before opening Full Circle, Tatjana taught at Arlington Montessori 
House, and prior to her Montessori career was an analyst at Andersen Consulting. She holds an AMI diploma, 

an MA in International Business Transactions from George Mason University, and a BA in Foreign Affairs from the 
University of Virginia. She travels, is interested in politics, language, sustainability, development and design. She 

loves to exercise and spend time with family and friends.

Odilia Missungwa is a teacher at 
the Montessori Primary school in Kiloleli, 
Mwanza, Tanzania, where she has 
been working since 1998. She earned 
a Montessori primary diploma in South 

Africa (Capetown) and is assisting with 
the Montessori project in Mwanza, working 

with the local training centre and schools. 

Danisiana Mhenga 
has worked in Tanzania in low cost 
schools and assisted as a training 
Montessori teacher there. She has 
studied in London where she became 
a course assistant for the AMI 3-6 
course 2010-2011.

Carol Mason Wolfe is a presenter at this Assembly. She holds the AMI Primary diploma and is a 
Licensed Professional Counselor, an Endorsed Infant Mental Health Specialist, and a play therapist. She 
is the Assistant School Director of Lindsley Park Community School, a public Montessori charter school 
serving primarily low income children. This school was awarded the American Psychoanalytic Association’s 
Educational Achievement Award in 2011, in recognition of the school’s support of the emotional well-being of 

children.
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