
2016 EDUCATEURS SANS FRONTIERES NOTES 
 

  

Farewell Evening 
1999 Assembly Educateurs sans Frontières 

  
The farewell evening had a formal tint to begin with, as the participants gathered in the great lecture hall 
for the official farewell ceremony. One by one the participants were called to the table by Camillo Grazzini, 
where they received from the hand of Renilde Montessori a fellowship testimony and a chain bracelet, 
signifying the links forged during the six weeks, which was fitted on their wrists by Hilla Patell. All was 
sealed in typical Italian style, with a kiss from Professor Luciano Mazzetti. 
 

 
Receiving the bracelet 

 
Adolfo Orsini (Mayor) and Renilde Montessori 

 
Camillo Grazzini (in Italian) and Hilla Patell (in English) recounted how, in passing, one of the members of 
the Assembly had mentioned that at the Villa Montesca she could sense the presence of Alice Franchetti 
Hallgarten. They added that in this same salon, ninety years ago, Alice had been present to distribute the 
diplomas to the students of the very first Montessori course and referred to Anna Maria Maccheroni who 
had recalled in her memoirs that 'she [Alice] looked fresh and happy, dressed in white with small white 
wild flowers tucked into her dark and shining hair'. Mr. Grazzini went on to say: "I do not know if the 
Baroness with her dark and shining hair is amongst us today, but I am sure she is present in the mind of 
each one of us at this moment. " 
 
After the ceremony Renilde Montessori, giving the participants a last 'fare-thee-well' and reiterating once 
more the mission of the Educateurs sans Frontières, read the concluding part of Dr. Montessori's final 
lecture on March 31, 1944 on the Advanced Training Course at Kodaikanal, India. 
She stressed that, fifty-five years on, these words still rang true and continued to have relevance, also for 
the work of the Educateurs sans Frontières. 
 
"Unlike the missionaries who pity, feed and care for the neglected child, we, in our mission, introduce the 
child to adult humanity as a being who is not helpless and needy of physical care and protection, but as 
an individual whom you, as society, have not yet understood. For the child is the one who is the very 
secret of your life, from whom you have had your own adolescence and from whom you have to learn so 
much. The practical aspect of this ignorance on the part of adults toward the younger generation is 
reflected in wars and disasters. But if, instead of waiting to see the results of his ignorance in such 
calamities, man learnt to seek the true nature of Life, there would perhaps be neither wars nor disasters! 
Peace is a conquest. It is not an idea to be realised through the expression of ideas. And peace means 
something that touches the human heart. If it is to touch the heart of someone, let it touch the heart of 
the Child. Go forth and be the fighters for peace!" 
 
In his closing speech the Mayor of Citta di Castello, Adolfo Orsini, referred to his desire for future 
collaboration with AMI. Following his departure, the assembled participants, lecturers, organisers and 
guests moved upstairs to one of the terraces of the Villa Montesca where the banquet took place. The 
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evening was interspersed by many songs from all corners of the world. Special thanks must go to our 
'resident Master's Voice', John Yu-Kuang Lee, who had delighted the participants on several other 
occasions during their stay in Umbria. Reluctantly the group dispersed, not to disband but to go forward 
in the knowledge that their bond was unique and strong. 
 

   

 

  

 


