
THE POWER OF 
STORIES FOR 
CHANGE…



58%
of households in 

SA have NO
books to read 
for pleasure

- 2016 National Reading Survey

Literacy in South Africa



The	average	
mark	for	
English	by	
Grade	9s	in	
2013:

33.2%
- 2013	Annual	National	Assessments

Literacy in South Africa



Matric	students	are	
unable	to	write	in	
paragraphs,	they	
do	not	understand	
questions	and	are	
unfamiliar	with	
the	vocabulary.

- Third	Diagnostic	Report	into	the	2013	matric	exams

Literacy in South Africa



Literacy in South Africa

Children	from	
the	wealthiest	
families	in	SA	
are	10	times	as	
likely	as	those	
from	the	poorest	
households	to	
score	well	on	
reading.
- UNESCO	EFA	2011	Global	Monitoring	Report



Supporting reading groups with books



Reaching readers through cellphones 



Promoting language learning



Encouraging writing for expression



My personal reading journey



“My Reading Journey”
FreeWrite for 5 minutes on your personal reading 

journey. Then, share it with a partner, and if anyone 
would like to provide feedback to the full group, it 

would be great!

FreeWriting Exercise



A quick tour of fundza.mobi

If you can… use your 
browser to go to: 

live.fundza.mobi

or download 

“FunDzApp” 

from the Google Play store



Discussion exercise

For 2-3 minutes, discuss with a partner and then report to the 
group…

What do you feel about reading on 
mobile phones or any other type of 

electronic device? 
What are the benefits? How different is it 

to reading a book or on paper?



I like to read fundza. It 
gives me a boost every 

day. The authors are 
clever and the stories 

are great. It teaches us 
what’s happening in 

real life.

Reader responses



“OMG. What a beautifully 
written story, I cried when I 
read it as I can relate to so 

much. My mother passed on 
when I was 7 years old and 
my father is a criminal. This 
story has given me so much 
courage to review my past 

and accept reality.”

Reader responses



I used to spend time watching tv
but after finding out about 

FunDza I became interested in 
reading stories. I’m now 

applying for a library card so I 
can get books and read some 

more. I use reading to relax me 
whenever I’m stressing about 

anything.

Reader responses



Exciting plots, 
hard to put down

Clear, easy to 
read language

Youth writers – or 
written with youth 

input

Authentic – touch 
on real issues

Relatable – characters 
are similar to our 

readers

Not preachy! But 
they do make 

readers feel/think.

Learning what stories work!



“Great story! I am at that crossroad and don’t 
know who I can trust & depend on. Many 
people are so homophobic it makes it even 
harder for us to be open & honest.”

“I think people will understand about how 
they feel and your story is really building me, 
I’m also in love with other gals”

Intentional stories for social change



I’m Congolese myself and its painful 
when people see me as different 

and when they call me 
kwerekwere, it just hurts. 

Sometimes I ignore but the effect 
remains and the heart never 
forgets. Its a life long painful 

memory:( 

Intentional stories for social change



“The story as a whole 
is a hit. I couldn’t stop 
reading. I had to hear 
what’s the ending will 
be like and it was even 
better! I’ve learnt a lot 
from this story that I 
wish more people 
could reach it and feel 
what I have felt after 
reading. The poem at 
the end was short, 
marvelous, interesting 
and straight to the 
point. God bless the 
authors.”

“What a moving story. I 
wish all those who 
perpetuate this 
Xenophobic thing read 
this story. Although 
they might justify their 
actions but no body 
created the world. 
God, teach us to be 
people and nice one 
another.”

“Wow what a 
wonderful story it 
makes me wanna
cry:'(:(:'( “

“Wow what an 
educational story. keep 
it up. Truly xenophobia 
is not worth it there is 
no South Africa but only 
Africans, that is what 
we must all bear in 
minds. I truly enjoyed 
it.”

“They didn't make 
themselves to be in this 
country it's the situation 
back where they came 
from, so let’s be united 
and be one africa”

Intentional stories for social change



Rights Project: 2014-2017



COMMUNITY 
DIVIDES

GENDER 
DIVIDES

INFORMATION 
DIVIDES

Rights 2.0 – Bridging Divides



Read the first page or two of the pocket booklet 
provided and then discuss with a partner…

What do you think will happen next?
Do you get a sense of character?

Do you think it will appeal to a teen reader? 
Do you feel the story is working towards a specific 

agenda?
What are good ways to ‘deliver a message’ that 

remains exciting?

Reading Exercise



75%
said the stories had 

impacted on behaviour

86%
found the info booklets 

‘helpful’

84%
gave the stories a 

‘thumbs up’

69%
Changed views of our 

country (or people 
within it)

53%
had shared a story with 
a friend/family member

Surveying our readers



Great qualitative feedback… about their favourite story

Debt trap is my favourite. It’s 
something that a lot of people go 
through and it is a big problem. I 

related so much to this story as I have 
been in a similar situation previously. I 

enjoyed it mostly because I saw 
myself in it but also because I learnt a 
lot of things and was able to assist a 

friend who had a similar problem.

Great qualitative feedback



Great qualitative feedback… about their favourite storyGreat qualitative feedback

Truth is truth is my best story. I like 
it because it opened my eyes about 
the crime we face in our daily life 

and the hungry power of councillors
or mayor ...that are corrupt and 

liars



Great qualitative feedback… about their favourite storyGreat qualitative feedback

I shared a story with my friend. At first we 
thought that lesbians and gays are weird 

but now we try and get along with them. Its 
much cooler for her because she has a 

lesbian cousin. So at first she didn’t like her 
cousin but now gets along with her.



Great qualitative feedback… about their favourite storyLanguages and FunDza



Languages and FunDza



Languages and FunDza



“Language and Me”
FreeWrite for 5 minutes on your how your language 
(or languages) has shaped who you are and how you 
see the world… be ready to share a sentence or two 

with a partner or the group!

FreeWriting Exercise



CONNECT WITH US!

Library on a phone
live.fundza.mobi

Corporate site
fundza.co.za

Facebook
FunDzaLiteracyTrust

Twitter
@FunDzaClub


