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2018 EsF Assembly: 5 August 2018

Opening and Introductions 



General Programme
8.45 Community Work

9:30 Orientation

11.00 Morning Tea

11.30 EsF History & Work

1.00 Lunch

2.15 Reading and Discussion (Tea & Coffee available 3.30)

4.30 Group Meeting

5.15 Beading

7.00 Dinner



All this is simply to say that all life is 
interrelated. We are caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality; tied in 
a single garment of destiny. Whatever 
affects one directly affects all indirectly.  

Strangely enough, I can never be what I 
ought to be until you are what you ought 
to be. You can never be what you ought 
to be until I am what I ought to be.  

This is the way the world is made. I 
didn’t make it that way but this is the 
interrelated structure of reality. 

Martin Luther King 
A Christmas Service on Peace  

1967



Poverty is not an accident.  
Like slavery and apartheid, 
it is man-made and can be 
removed by the actions of 
human beings.

Nelson Mandela



Today’s Programme

8.45 Community Work

9:30 Orientation

11.00 Morning Tea

11.30 EsF History

1.00 Lunch

2.15 Reading and Discussion

4.30 Group Meeting



Housekeeping
• Times 
• Breaks and Meals 
• Books 
• Video Library 
• Health 
• Water 
• Facilities 
• Customs 
• Mobile Phones/Internet



EsF Assembly Key Components
• Deeper Understanding: To deepen the individual and collective 

understanding of the essential Montessori principles. This is achieved 
through the collective study of Dr Montessori’s writings in an reflective 
atmosphere and suitably designed prepared environment. 

• Preparation: To support participants through a process of self-
examination and self-awareness around the many and deep issues 
involved in our work thereby empowering them to go out into the 
world ready to sow the seeds of Montessori thought and practice. 
Outside speakers from a variety of fields support this element as well 
as a close examination of Dr Montessori’s own inspirations and work. 

• Applicable Practice: To develop and encourage individual and 
collective knowledge of the innumerable possibilities, openings and 
opportunities for Montessori work in the world, and to acknowledge 
the power of one person to make a difference.



Format of the EsF Assembly
• Presentations - various 

• Lectures: Questions and Discussion, 
• Open Space Presentation Sessions 
• Follow on Workshops 
• Pearls of the Day - Reflection and Integration 

• Readings 
• Dialogue 
• Reflection and Integration 

• Visits 
• Experience, Questions and Discussion 
• Reflection and Integration 

• Work 
• Assist with capturing the event 
• Create works of Art  
• Contribute to one of the work project teams to produce a new resource 

for EsF. 
• Contribute to an Assembly Declaration



General Programme
8.45 Community Work
9:30 Lecture
11.00 Morning Tea & Coffee
11.30 Reading & Discussion
1.00 Lunch
2.15 Offers & Requests/Presentations/Working Group
3.30 Lecture
3.30 Coffee Tea available
4.30 Group Meeting
5.15 Cultural Event
7.00 Dinner



Opening Session
• Welcome 
• Housekeeping 
• Assembly Format 

! Introductions 
• Wider Context 
• Educateurs sans Frontières 

! Goals for this Assembly 
• Project & Declaration Overview 
• Closing Reflections



Introductions
• Find two others to partner with 
• Share your Montessori journey and why you are attending 

the 2018 Assembly 
• 10 minutes each 
• Report back to the group introducing your partner, sharing 

a highlight of their Montessori journey, and why they are 
attending EsF 

• One minute each - we will help by timekeeping - you will 
have to stop speaking at 60 seconds even if not finished!



2018 EsF Assembly: 5 August 2018

Working for Social Change:  
A Montessori Perspective
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LEGACY 
The Study of the  

Full Development of the Human Being  

CAPACITY

Montessori Education Accessible to All  

OUTREACH

Montessori Education for Social Change 



Nine Ambitious Goals
LEGACY
• The Maria Montessori House: ‘Research and Development’ 
• The Maria Montessori House: Physical Physical Construction 
• The Maria House: Archives 
CAPACITY
• AMI Training: Accessibility 
• Teacher and Administrator Support: Resources & Quality 

Assurance 
• Affiliated Societies and Schools: Build and Expand Infrastructure 
OUTREACH
• Educateurs sans Frontières 
• Montessori for Diverse Populations 
• Advocacy and Public Policy Outreach





LEGACY 
The Study of the  

Full Development of the Human Being  

CAPACITY

Montessori Education Accessible to All  

OUTREACH

Montessori Education for Social Change 



Social change is defined as changes in human interactions 
and relationships that transform cultural and social 

institutions. These changes occur over time and often have 
profound and long-term consequences for society.  

Social change can have a positive impact on human rights 
and equity, and it is important to explore how human rights 

are manifested in the everyday lives of people at  
every level of society.  

A number of movements are working to achieve social 
change in society. 

Montessori is one of them…













“Mankind can hope for a solution to its problems, 
among which the most urgent are those of peace 

and unity, only by turning its attention and 
energies to the discovery of the child and to the 

development of the great potentialities of the 
human personality in the course of its formation."  

Maria Montessori, From the foreword to  
The Discovery of the Child



The Association Montessori Internationale is a global humanitarian 
organisation committed to supporting the full potential of the human 
being through the application of Montessori principles and practices. 

AMI is a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) represented at the 
United Nations (since 1985) and an NGO in association with UNESCO 

(since 1962).



Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child1924

Montessori founds the Social Party of the Child1937

Declaration of the Rights of the Child1959

Convention on the Rights of the Child1989

Educateurs sans Frontières founded 
1st Assembly, Citta di Castello, Italy1999

Millennium Development Goals2000

World Education Forum, Dakar 
Education for All Movement2000

AMI established1929 AMI
MONTESSORI
INTERNATIONALE

ASSOCIATION

Educateurs sans Frontières 
2nd Assembly, Burgos, Spain2004

Educateurs sans Frontières 
3rd Assembly Dallas, Texas, USA2011



“Man must be cultivated from the beginning 
of life when the great powers of nature are at 
work. It is then that one can hope to plan for 
a better international understanding.” 

Maria Montessori, Letter to All Governments, 1947



“It is not good-will alone which will help us 
forward. Neither does it depend on agreement or 
on the problems. In my opinion there is only one 

remedy by which future generations can be 
protected against the woe which burdens us: let 
us forget the problems and concentrate on the 

person… the whole person, and this person 
begins at birth.” 

Maria Montessori, speaking at UNESCO, 1951
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UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child: Article 

29, Paragraph 1, 
Subsection (a) 

In article 29, it is stated 
that the child’s education 

should be aimed at 
developing 

...the child’s personality, 
talents and mental and 
physical abilities to their 

fullest potential.
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“When using the term Educateurs sans Frontières, we 
refer to borders that transcend the obvious ones to do 

with nation states. 

The truly important ones are the psychological and 
spiritual frontiers - the ideological, religious, racial, 

social and economic, cultural and linguistic boundaries 
which artificially divide a humanity as yet largely 

unaware of its intrinsic unity and interconnectedness 
with the earth that brought it forth.” 

Renilde Montessori, Educateurs Sans Frontières



Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child1924

Montessori founds the Social Party of the Child1937

Declaration of the Rights of the Child1959

Convention on the Rights of the Child1989

Educateurs sans Frontières founded 
1st Assembly, Citta di Castello, Italy1999

Millennium Development Goals2000

World Education Forum, Dakar 
Education for All Movement2000

AMI established1929 AMI
MONTESSORI
INTERNATIONALE

ASSOCIATION

Educateurs sans Frontières 
2nd Assembly, Burgos, Spain2004

Educateurs sans Frontières 
3rd Assembly Dallas, Texas, USA2011



Public 
Education

Pregnancy, early 
childhood, parent 

education, outreach, 
ageing and dementia

Special needs 
children

Indigenous 
Peoples

Children on 
the margins

Educateurs sans Frontières 
3rd Assembly Dallas, Texas, USA2011

Dallas Declaration

Incheon Declaration, World Education Forum 
Education for All - Towards 2030 - a new vision for education2015

2015

2015

Educateurs sans Frontières 
5th Assembly, Hyderabad, India2016

Educateurs sans Frontières 
4th Assembly, Khon Kaen, Thailand

Sustainable Development Goals

2018 Educateurs sans Frontières 
6th Assembly, Stellenbosch, South Africa



Anthony Lake – UNICEF Director – July 12, 2011 
(Children and Armed Conflict – UN Security Council Open Debate) 

More than 40% of all children out of school in the world today live in conflict 
areas around the world – countries that are often among the world’s poorest 

places… The same children are less likely to see a doctor or visit a health 
clinic… and more likely to be deprived of their most basic needs. 

The great educator Dr. Maria Montessori once said that, “education is the 
most effective way of opposing war.”  It is also an indispensable foundation 

of peace and prosperity. And it is at the very heart of equity. 
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AMI Educateurs sans Frontières



1999 
Citta di Castello, Italy 

2004 
Burgos, Spain 

2015 
Khon Kaen, Thailand

2016 
Hyderabad, India 

2011 
Dallas, USA 



2018 
Stellenbosch, South Africa 

2019 
Tepóztlan, Mexico 

2020 
Juneau, Alaska

2022 
Argentina, South America 



Educateurs sans Frontières
• Article 16: An AMI program in which participants revisit the 

principles and practices from the perspective of society at 
large; as individuals the participants will contribute to the 
aims of AMI, particularly Article 4f. 

• Article 4f:  Functioning as a social movement that will 
strive to obtain recognition for the rights of the child 
throughout the world, irrespective of race, religion, political 
and social beliefs; cooperating with other bodies and 
organisations which further the development of education, 
human rights, and peace.



Educateurs sans Frontières Vision 

EsF functions as a social movement that strives to promote the rights of the child 
throughout the world, irrespective of race, religion, political and social beliefs, in 
cooperation with other bodies and organisations that further the development of 

education, human rights, and peace. 

The vision of EsF is to support educational initiatives through mentorship 
and resources, guiding them towards sustainability, expansion, and replication.  

EsF prepares individuals to carry out the broader social mission of the Montessori 
movement through deepening their understanding of the needs of humanity and the 
development of the child/human being by revisiting Montessori principles and 

practices from the perspective of society at large. 

EsF builds capacity by connecting Montessori teachers, advocates, 
students, schools and organisations with communities, local officials, 

policy makers and funders, to improve the visibility and credibility of the 
Montessori education and consequently increase its availability and access.



EsF Values
Educateurs sans Frontières values initiatives that: 
• Promote a culture of peace, solidarity and equality 
• Maintain a clear Montessori vision of the child’s contribution to 

social reform 
• Understand the value of Montessori principles as a contribution to 

non-violent social change 

• Demonstrate understanding of Montessori principles and 
practices with the needs of the community in mind 

• Embrace community involvement and engagement in the project 
design and implementation 

• Focus on empowerment and long term sustainability 
• Embody an inclusive approach to race, ethnicity, religion, gender, 

language, culture and socio-economic status



Perhaps skilled and knowledgeable educators could penetrate, neutrino-like, the 
universal tissue of human society - a scattered group of individuals, ambassadors 
for the child, minstrels who come when called upon and leave when the wisdom 

of their song has been heard. 

These would be the Educateurs sans Frontières, the educators without 
boundaries, able and willing to go where their presence is required.  Never to 

intrude, not to indoctrinate, but to help and encourage others to learn, to 
rediscover the wise and ancient plan for wholesome growth with 

which all humans are endowed.







Afternoon Session
! Goals for this Assembly 
• Project & Declaration Overview 
• Closing Reflections



2018 EsF Assembly Goals/Working Groups
• Capture Proceedings 
• Working Group 1: Guide to Engaging Communities 
• Working Group 2: Communications and Messaging 
• Working Group 3: Building Partnerships 

• EsF Statement on Sustainability



Capturing the Assembly
• All documents to be sent to

candice@montessori-ami.org 
• Twitter account: @AMI_EsF  #EsF18 
• Facebook: @MontessoriESF 
• Website www.montessori-esf.org

http://www.montessori-esf.org


“The child is capable of developing and giving us 
tangible proof of the possibility of a better humanity.... 

The child is both a hope and a promise for mankind.”



“My humanity is bound up in yours for we can 
only be human together.”






