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“I like to play indoors because 
that’s where all the electrical 

outlets are” 

4th Grader, San Diego: Last Child in the Woods 





“Only poets and little children can feel the  
fascination of  a tiny rivulet of  water of  

water flowing over pebbles” 

Maria Montessori, The Discovery of  the Child 





‘...the most important thing to do is to free 
the child, if  possible, from the ties which 
keep him isolated in the artificial life of  

the city” 

Maria Montessori - Discovery of  the Child































“If for the physical life it is necessary to 
have the child exposed to the vivifying 
forces of nature, it is also necessary for 
his psychical life to place the soul of the 
child in contact with creation.” 

The Absorbent Mind 





“The child’s mind arrives ready to 
transform experiences in the 
environment into the structures of her 
personality.” 

Maria Montessori : The Absorbent Mind





The young child 

• Needs to adapt to the environment 

• Has a very special form of mind 

• Has a vital need for movement 

• Is a Sensorial explorer 

• Is in process of refining the senses 

• Has a constant hunger for  words







“The child who is the greatest spontaneous 
observer of nature undoubtedly needs to 
have placed at his disposal, material on 
which to work.”



“The work must be such that possesses 
variety within itself; 

 – he adapts himself cheerfully to the simplest 
things which have an immediate end in 
view, and allow him to bring into play some 
purposive effort.”  

Maria Montessori





There are two main types of activities we should provide:

Activities which serve to establish a positive contact with 
nature

Activities that enable a deepening of that contact



Following the guidance 
given by Dr. Montessori 
External environments 

should...





































Help the child discover that plants and animals 
have needs 

Realise that if we bring them into our lives we must 
provide for their needs 

Discover that she can in simple ways  care for the 
living things in the environment 

Realise that  his actions can transform the 
environment

Everyday Activities for Exploration would:





Feel that she is in control of the environment 

Feel that this is a good place to live in 

Develop an interest in finding out more about this 
environment 

As he grows in skill and understanding, he 
develops a sense of responsibility towards this 
environment







Having then provided the first type of activity that created 
the interest we ask ourselves how can we help that 
interest  continue to grow and to deepen?

Sensorial activities

Language and its extensions







“If we present children with objects exhibiting 
each of these qualities separately, this is like 
giving them an alphabet for their 
explorations, a key to the doors of 
knowledge.” 









“All children should walk in this way, guided 
by attraction, and here education can help 
the child by introducing him to the colours, 
the shapes and forms of leaves, and the 
habits of insects animals and birds. All these 
give point to his interest when he goes out 
and the more he learns the more he walks.”  

The Absorbent Mind







“The work which pleases children the most is 
not so much that of sowing the seed as that 
of harvesting.”





“They will feel that our world is a good place 
to live in, a place where generosity is 
expressed with the very breath of life.” 

Mario Montessori



The child becomes what h/she lives



The Natural Child
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