EDUCATEURS
SANS
FRONTIERES

AMI
Education for Social Justice
Serving Humanity - Celebrating Solidarity

August 4th, 2016
Dear Lynne,
I'm happy to hear of the accelerating progress of ESF and its
work! I am so very sorry that I never got to participate in an
Assembly. It was always my plan, because I do so very strongly
believe in ESF’s mission.
I have attached a poem I have written in honor of the ESF
Assembly in Hyderabad. Please have a look at it and, if you think
it appropriate, share it with the assembly.
Please give my love to Mary Caroline, Tricia, Megan and Victoria.
I'm with you in spirit and wish you and all the others a
transformative, refreshing, inspiring time together.
In gratitude,
John

A Poem for Peacemakers
in honor of the Fifth Assembly of Educateurs sans Frontières,
Hyderabad, India, August 2016
I.
In the tear-watered soil of this suffering world,
quietly grow the roots of peace.
Their tiny tips travel out inch by inch
around and even through
the rocks, the rubble of war,
the boneyards of famine,
the thickest walls of apathy and fear.
They reach out to each other
searching patiently, incessantly
for the clear stream and its source.
Like a great grove of aspens
lifting up silvery leaves,
a million tiny prayer flags
fluttering in the breeze,
what can be seen of peace is beautiful.
When it is swept away by drought
or fire or flood, the wise do not despair,
but turn again to tend the soil
wherein the roots grow deep
and deep and strong for the next rebirth.
The whole earth groans
and pushes again toward joy.
–
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II.
Every being in this mad time
lives with an arrow in its heart,
so said Gautama Buddha.
Learn to take the arrow out,
he said, then help others
do the same. Hate, fear, and anger
he said, are like a second arrow
beside the first. Take them out!
There is no time to argue
the fine points of archery.
Move out into the world
as wounded healers.
The world needs this medicine:
the strength of your dream,
your slowness to judge,
your quickness to bless.
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III.
When this warring world was full of kings,
the longed-for land was called
the Kingdom of God,
then the Peaceable Kingdom.
In this time of race against race
in fragile republics, we look
for the Beloved Community.
It is our native land, and memories
of its pleasant hills and streams,
our young feet in its sun-dappled
meadows call us home.
The wise set aside everything
to pass again through its gates:
the wound in the chest,
the listening ear,
the bright eyes of a child.

– John R. Snyder, Austin, Texas, ordinarypersonslife.com
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AMI Friday Outing Programme
Friday August 5
08.15 Meet at Reception (Packed lunch provided
Visit Pebble Creek Montessori School
Visit to a traditional weavers - help for widows and free
schooling
Visit
Visit an open craft market at Shilparamam
18.00 Return to Aalankrita
WATER WILL BE PROVIDED BUT PLEASE BRING
ADDITIONAL BOTTLES IF YOU WISH
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AMI Programme
Saturday August 6
08.45 Meet on the lawn
09.00 Quote of the Day & Pearls of the Day
09.15 Breaking with Tradition - From Aged Care Nurse to
Aged Care Montessorian - Anne Kelly
11.00 Open
12.30 LUNCH
14.00 Basic Principles of Volunteering - Christine Harrison
15.00 TEA
15.30 Open Space

•
•

Montessori Partners Serving All Children Solanye Cabrera
Montessori Volunteers Association - Bai Ling

16.30 Pearls of the Day & Reflections
17.30 Mentalist and Magician - Nagarjun Karnatakam
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AMI Open Space
•
•
•

•

Thursday 4th August: 3.30
• John Henrath Kumar Gadam
• Refugee Services, St Andrew’s - Amira Nagati
Saturday 6th August: 3.30
• Montessori Partners Serving All Children Solanye Cabrera
• Montessori Volunteers Association - Bai Ling
Tuesday 9th August: 2.00
Elementary in Tanzania - Prisca Chacha & Matesha
• Montessori
Sembuche
• Care For Orphans - PARTAGE - Jacqueline Mwombeki
• Michael Monteiro - Finding a voice in the slums
Thursday 11th August: 2.00
• Corner of Hope update off-shoots and new seeds.
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AMI WORKSHOPS
•
•
•
•

Monday 8th August - 2.00 & 3.30
Tuesday 9th August - 3.30
Wednesday 10th August - 2.00 & 3.30
Thursday 11th August- 3.30

•

4/5 workshops per session - workshop sessions to be
repeated discussions - one off.
THEMES: Adolescent/Families/Issues from the Class
Fundraising/TechnologySustainability/Statement re SDG’s
(4.7)and Montessori

