
 

EsF Assembly Reading Group Summary, 3 August 2016 Page 1 

2016 EsF Reading Group Summary 
 

Reading and reflection is an important part of an EsF Assembly.  
Following is a short summary of a group discussion on the following text. 

 
The Timeless Human Spirit 

 
3 August 2016, Group 2 

 

 
 
 
The reading has a significant connection with Sraddhalu Ranade on Integral Education. Children in the 
past used to learn how to live, but now it is based on subjects. 
 
Global village needs a universal philosophy of education.  
 
 “Know thyself”. The education system has become a monster that is no longer about the child. What 
would be the way to bring back to education its centeredness around the child, through introspection (in 
ourselves, and the children in themselves) instead of calling it child-centered while recruiting an army of 
“fixers” to shape the child and “cure” maladies. 
 
Renilde said this in 1988 about technology and the industrial mindset Ranade spoke about, and here we 
are now still facing the same problem. What did we do to work on it? 
 
Krishnamurti: “Learning is humility”. Learning as becoming part of the society. When we learn about 
ourselves, we are able to connect, and connection brings about learning, and connection doesn’t come 
from technology, technology does not have feelings, doesn’t convey the values of responsibility, 
empathy, deeper understanding of ourselves and others. It is surface learning.  
 
Technology is a tool that needs preparation like any tool before handing it to children. 
 
In teaching sympathy, you must become have sympathy yourself, which requires self-knowledge and 
awareness. 
 
Society should embrace and protect the freedom of the now represented in the direct relationship the 
child has with his environment, the freshness of his perception which is the only hope for human 
evolution, instead of orienting him in the future for an illusionary happiness. 
 
Education as an aid to life heeds only life itself. 
 
How can we teach the children peacefulness when we are ourselves filled with all these contradictions?  
We have to come to terms with our contradictions  and we would infuse in our children this process of 
reconciliation, seeing us experience the process of handling emotions. 
 
Experience with adolescents spending their free time with infants with great interest, would it be helpful if 
we have a program for them on parenting and child development? It might be a sensitive time for them to 
comprehend the spiritual aspects of child development. 
 
Success cannot be in one field only. 
 


