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TRANSFORMING OUR WORLD:
THE 2030 AGENDA
FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

What I plan to do this morning is:

•   Introduce the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
•   Set out briefly how they move on from the now completed Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs)
•   Take a look at one goal in particular – Goal 4
•   Look out how the achievement of Goal 4 will significantly influence the achievement of
many of the other goals, and
•   As education is so important, take a look at some of the trends that can influence
education, and indeed be influenced by them.
The material is drawn from a number of sources, most importantly:

•   The SDG report and associated websites
•   UNESCO blogs and publications on education, and
•   A new report - “Trends Shaping Education 2016, from the Centre for Educational
Research and Innovation at the Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development.
The report is a UN document and is therefore boring, but the websites are much more accessible to
people.
Slide: Preamble of SDGs’ Agenda
Preamble:
This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity.
It also seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom.
We recognise that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an
indispensable requirement for sustainable development.

Transforming our world: 2030Agenda for Sustainable Development
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From the UN SDG Report:
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets, which we are announcing
today, demonstrate the scale and ambition of this new universal Agenda.
They seek to realize the human rights of all and to achieve gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls.
They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable
development: the economic, social and environmental.
There are three characteristics of the report, among many, that in my view are of interest. They are:

1.   The emphasis, time and time again on things being sustainable
2.   The emphasis on people and the centrality given to eradicating poverty.
Many of you will appreciate the significant difference, at least in medical terms, between
eliminating something and eradicating it. Adopting a goal of eradication, of poverty, as both sets
of goals did, calls for its permanent removal from society, which is no easy task.

3.   The emphasis on - throughout life - not just children or women, but supporting the human
being to the fullness of their life.
Slide: The SDGs
The SDGs were adapted in 2015 and grew out of MDGs, which were adopted in 2000.

The SDG’s :
“ seek to build on the Millennium
Development Goals and complete what these
did not achieve, particularly in reaching the
most vulnerable ”
Transforming our world: 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Para 16

For the second time, the development goals are about eradicating poverty. That is hugely ambitious.
Large agenda.
They are responding to the MDGs, so let’s build upon what we have done and what we need to do to get
to the SDGs.
While the link to the MDGs is couched in terms of finishing what was not achieved, it was the many
successes that came from the MDGs that provided some significant impetus to develop the SDGs.
Slide: Successes of MDGs
Part of the success of the MDGs lay in the fact that they were closely and publicly monitored and instilled
some element of “competition” among countries. A second element was the involvement of civil society
organisations in their formulation, implementation and monitoring.
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Successes:
Since 1990, the number of people living in extreme poverty
has declined by more than half.
The proportion of undernourished people in the developing
regions has fallen by almost half.
The primary school enrolment rate in the developing
regions has reached 91 percent, and many more girls are
now in school compared to 15 years ago.
Remarkable gains have also been made in the fight against
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.
The under-five mortality rate has declined by more than
half, and maternal mortality is down 45 percent worldwide.
The target of halving the proportion of people who lack access to
improved sources of water was also met.

•   The number of people now living in extreme poverty fell from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 836
million in 2015.
•   The number of out-of-school children of primary school age worldwide fell by almost half,
to an estimated 57 million in 2015, down from 100 million in 2000.
•   Gender parity in primary school has been achieved in the majority of countries.
•   Over 6.2 million malaria deaths have been averted between 2000 and 2015.
•   New HIV infections fell by approximately 40 percent between 2000 and 2013.
What people die from now is very different than 15 years ago.

•   By June 2015, 17 million people living with HIV were receiving antiretroviral therapy (ART)
globally - an immense increase from just 800,000 in 2003.
•   BUT THERE ARE 37 MILLION PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV.
There are therefore 20 million not in treatments. This is a huge problem.

•   Between 2000 and 2013, tuberculosis prevention, diagnosis and treatment interventions
saved an estimated 37 million lives.
•   The mortality rate of children under-five was cut by more than half since 1990.
•   BUT 6 MILLION CHILDREN UNDER 5 DIE MAINLY FROM PREVENTABLE CAUSES
EACH YEAR
•   Worldwide 2.1 billion people have gained access to improved sanitation.
•   Globally, 147 countries have met the MDG drinking water target, 95 countries have met
the MDG sanitation target and 77 countries have met both.
•   Since 1990, maternal mortality fell by 45 percent worldwide.
Slide: SDGs
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•   While there are many similarities between the MDG’s and the SDG’s, the 8 MDG’s are
fully reflected in the SDG’s.
•   The 8 MDGs:
1.   Eradicate Poverty and Hunger
2.   Achieve Universal Primary Education
3.   Promote Gender equality and empower women
4.   Reduce Child Mortality
5.   Improve Maternal Health
6.   Combat HIV/Aids Malaria and other diseases
7.   Ensure environmental sustainability
8.   Develop a Global Partnership
•   All the MDGs are in the SDGs.
•   The additional goals show some considerable emphasis on inequality, on the
environment, and on social change.
•   This marks the SDGs as a much more ambitious agenda for the next 15 years.
As the report calls it, “ A supremely ambitious and transformational agenda.”
Slide: (Played the Sustainable Goals’ Rap Song of the United Nations)
The Hyperlink: Sustainable Development Goals Rap
Slide: SDGs 1 through 5
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1. END POVERTY IN ALL ITS FORMS.
2. END HUNGER, ACHIEVE FOOD SECURITY AND
IMPROVED NUTRITION AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE;
3. ENSURE HEALTHY LIVES AND PROMOTE WELL
BEING FOR ALL AT ALL AGES
4. ENSURE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE QUALITY
EDUCATION AND PROMOTE LIFELONG LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL;
5.ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER ALL
WOMEN AND GIRLS

•   Poverty and Hunger, which were together in the MDGs, now get separate emphasis.
•   There is a strong emphasis on the idea of equality.
Slide: SDGs 6 through 9

•   Sustainable, Sustainable, Sustainable . . .
•   The word sustainable is significant in all of the goals and its many forms.
6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of
water and sanitation for all;
7. Ensure access to affordable reliable, sustainable
and modern energy for all;
8. Promote sustained inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment and
decent work for all;
9. Build resilient infrastructure,promote inclusive and
sustainable economic industrialisation and foster
innovation;

Slide: SDGs 10 through 14

•   Goal 11 recognizes the dramatic change in urban growth that is going to result in the
majority of people living in cities by 2050. Seven out of every ten of us will be living in
cities or megacities
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More

targets

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries;
11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable;
12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production
patterns;
13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its
impacts;
14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and
marine resources for sustainable development;

Slide: SDGs 15 through 17

•   Goals 13, 14, 15; and indeed elements of 6 and 7 and 12, show the big change from the
MDG’s, with a heavy emphasis on the environment, climate and sustainable consumption
and production.
•   I think it is pretty clear that sustainability is a key concept in these goals!!
•   Mind you, I have not yet gotten to the definition of sustainability, or how this will be
measured!!
and even more

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification and halt and reverse land degradation and
halt biodiversity loss.
16.Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, provide access to justice for all and build
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.
17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise
the global partnership for sustainable development.

Slide: Sustainability Definition
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Sustainability:
Sustainable development has been defined as
development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs.
un.org/sustainabledevelopment

•   Sustainable development calls for concerted efforts towards building an inclusive,
sustainable and resilient future for people and planet.
•   For sustainable development to be achieved, it is crucial to harmonize three core
elements: economic growth, social inclusion and environmental protection. These
elements are interconnected and all are crucial for the well being of individuals and
societies.
•   Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions is an indispensable requirement for
sustainable development. To this end, there must be promotion of sustainable, inclusive
and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for all, reducing
inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social development and
inclusion, and promoting integrated and sustainable management of natural resources
and ecosystems.
What is sustainability?
Discussion with attendees:
Megan Davies – The definition comes from the Franklin Report. The definition is a human
centered definition and anthropocentric definition. It is fitting in the sense that we are living in
the era of Anthropocene. An era and epoch where we [human beings] have been driving the
changes.
Philip: It is very interesting thing to think about what do we mean when we talk about sustainable
development.
Slide: 169 targets???
There are 17 goals, which we have now gone through. Now we have 169 targets? They are all in the
document if you want to read them.
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and are you now ready to go through the

169 accompanying targets ????

Goal 4 has 10 targets of the 169 total targets.

•   Picked Goal 4 because it is the most important to achieve and will have the biggest
impact on all the others - Education.
•   Having all girls and boys complete, free, equitable, and quality education is the primary
one.
•   Access for all to early childhood development and care, and to pre-primary education is
the second.
•   Eliminating gender disparities and disparities that affect others, the poor, those with
disabilities and indigenous peoples, and ensuring access to vocational and tertiary
education are among the others.
•   Again a reinforced emphasis on life-long learning broadened the scope of the MDG,
which spoke of adult literacy.

Reinforcing what a lot of the world is saying we are involved in.

• “Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality
education and promote
life-long learning
opportunities for all
”
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Slide: Target 4.7
One target seems to me to speak to us in particular and captures in my mind a lot of what Maria
Montessori advocated for during her lifetime.

Target 4.7
All learners acquire knowledge and skills needed
promote sustainable development, including,
among others, through education for sustainable
development and sustainable lifestyles, human
rights, gender equality ,promotion of a culture of
peace and non-violence, global citizenship and
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s
contribution to sustainable development

We are in concert with the global community.
Slide: Education Holds the Key
Education is the key to a better life for every child and the foundation of every strong
society – but far too many children are still being left behind. To realize all our
development goals, we need every child in school and learning.
Anthony Lake ExD UNICEF WEF 2015

Educa'on holds the key to achieving most of the post-2015 goals
from gender equality and healthy families to sustainable
consump6on and peaceful socie6es

Slide: Goals 1 and 8

•   Educational inequality is directly linked to income inequality.
•   The children from the poorest households are the most likely to be out of school. And the
least well educated are likely to be the poorest.

As the UK Policy group on global education put it:
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“
The evidence is clear- more equal schools where all children have a good
opportunity in life significantly contribute to lower later income inequality. Todays
inequalities in education are tomorrow’s inequalities of income and wealth”
Goals 1, 8
If all students in low income countries left school with basic reading
skills, 171 million people would be lifted out of poverty; the
equivalent of a 12% cut in world poverty.
In Pakistan working women with good literacy skills earn 95% more
than those with weak literacy skills;
Education Transforms lives UNESCO

•   Pakistan is an easy one to show that basic literacy is significantly better.
Slide: Goal 2
In South Asia, where we are, the impact would be far greater, with estimates that some 22 million
children would be saved from stunting. Educated mothers pay more attention to clean water,
immunisation, and manage onsets of diarrhea than do those with less formal education.
Goal 2
If all women had (been able to avail of ) a secondary education the
number of stunted children would drop by over 12 million just in
low income countries only.
Education Transforms lives UNESCO

•  
•  
•  
•  

It half implies that the women are to blame.
This is about exclusion. I added the “been able to avail of”.
The impact here is huge.
Particularly important for the child is immunization, better treatment of diarrhea, and
better nutrition for their children.
•   If we could improve access for South Asia alone, there would be 24 million children
impacted.
•   If we have 6 million children dying annually of preventable causes, by making sure every
woman goes to secondary school, you will decrease those numbers.
Slide: Goal 3
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Goal 3
If all women (were able to) complete(d) primary education the
numbers of them who die in childbirth would drop from 210 to 71
per 100,000 live births.
If all women had (been given) a secondary education the number of
Under 5 children dying prematurely would fall by 49%
Education Transforms lives UNESCO

Slide: Goal 5

•   Child marriage is an issue.
Goal 5
If all girls (were able to) completed secondary education there
would be over 1.4 million fewer child marriages in Africa and
South and West Asia.

Education Transforms lives UNESCO

•   They could go to secondary education.
•   This would have a huge impact on HIV/ADIS.
•   The incidence would drop dramatically compared to a population of girls that don’t stay in
school.
Slide: Goal 6, 13, 15
•   Who is concerned about the environment?
•   People joined protests worked against the government.
•   Those that have the secondary and tertiary education are those that are aware to be active in this
work.
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Goals 6,13,15,
Across 29 countries, 25% of people with less than secondary
education expressed concern for the environment, compared with
…. 46% with tertiary education.

Education Transforms lives UNESCO

•   In Germany, those with a tertiary education were nearly 4 times more likely to act in
defense of the environment, signing a petition, taking part in a demonstration, etc.
Slide: Goal 10
Goal 10
In India those with secondary education were 19% less likely to
express intolerance towards people speaking a different language,
compared to those with less than a primary education.
Education Transforms lives UNESCO

•   With education you are less likely to speak differently. This is true across the world.
Slide: Goal 16

Goal 16
In countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, the risk of conflict in the areas
with the highest education inequality is almost double that
of the areas that have the lowest education inequality
Education Transforms lives UNESCO

Andre: I don’t buy it for two reasons. We can’t assess the risk of conflict? Whoever
says that is a politician. Second, history has shown that higher education goes to war
more than others. The reality is that human beings go to war not by ignorance.
Slide: Trends Shaping Education 2016
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The slides that follow are taken from:

Trends Shaping Education 2016
Centre for Educational Research and Innovation /OECD

• Globalisation
• The future of the nation-state
• Are cities the new countries?
• Family matters
• A brave new world

•   In the document, “Trends Shaping Education” they break it down into five globalization
topics.
•   I little like the 169 targets.
•   Encourage you to read it. It is meant to be provocative.
•   It is not written with Montessori in mind, but how to respond to perspective changes.
•   Who has dual nationality
Slide: Globalisation and Governance

Globalisation and Governance

•   Autocracy vs. democracy: 50 years ago, some 30% of countries were considered
democracies, now it is the most common form of Government.
•   People need to be able to make choices - the right choices.
•   That has serious implications for education.

Slide: World Citizens
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World Citizens
Vink et al Global dual citizenship database Maastricht
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•   In 1960 in almost 60% of countries, you lost your citizenship when you took another.
•   In all countries, immigrants make up a larger portion of national populations than ever
before.
•   In high-income countries this is nearly 10% of the population.
•   The numbers of people who migrate, or just even travel beyond their national boundaries
are greater than ever before, facilitated by cheaper travel and inspired by a search for a
better life.
•   Migration of the refugees, displaced migrants, or forced migrants. Less than ?% have
moved to high-income countries. The reality is the numbers are extraordinarily low.
•   There are the acrimonious debates about how many Muslims are living in the US, when in
fact less than 1% of the people. The fear is used by many to create a phobia and
concern and go to a political end.
•   Now 67% of countries are democratic.
•   Must have people who understand the issues. And we have to make decisions. If you
have a choice to make you must make
•   What are the Implications for education of multi-cultural multi-ethnic, multi-religious
communities?
•   This issue means education would be helpful.

Slide: Gap between richer and poorer regions
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Gap between richer and poorer regions
World Bank WDI 2015
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•   We are living in a world in which the disparities between rich and poor are great and
growing. Despite the aspirations of the MDGs we did not get to a fairer world by 2015.
•   While the per capita income of the poorest people in the poorest nations has grown,
though slowly since 1960, that of those who live in the richest nations has grown by
about 800% in the same time.
•   The OECD notes that the gap between the richest and poorest in rich countries is the
highest it has been in 30 years.
•   Today we live in a world where 62 people own and control as much wealth as the 3.5
billion poorest. That is difficult to imagine, but it is real.
•   The bottom red line shows the increase of the poorest population and the poorest
countries. The gap is growing between the poorest countries and all other growth. Within
in the gap is potential for violence and issues around the world.
•   I was at dinner one night and listening to a conversation between two people. One was
saying the level of inequality in the world today needed to be addressed. Yes, we need to
remember the guillotine. The second individual was worried about the protection of his
own wealth.
Slide: Foreign Investment

•   Foreign investment has soared since 1970, but it is volatile.
•   The reach of major multinational corporations has changed consumer experience,
bringing on the one hand reliability in terms of goods and services, and on the other a
dilution of diversity and challenges to small and medium enterprises.
•   Significant increases in foreign investment, though mainly in middle income countries, and
the growth in market outreach by major multinational companies, have diluted national
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boundaries, provided “similar” products across nations, while bringing some reliability in
standards of goods and services
•   These are examples of companies with huge growth.
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Slide: Social and Economic Trends

Social and economic trends.

•   One of the major challenges facing countries is the increasing demand on social
spending.
•   Effective retirement ages have actually fallen in high-income countries over the past 30
years though in most the legal age has not changed much.
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•   In contrast, life expectancy has risen and with it, costs of health and social care.
•   So public social expenditure rose from 15% of GDP to 22% of GDP since 1980.
•   Education, for all ages, but particularly the young, has to compete more strongly for
resources, and children don’t vote…. It means that those responsible have competition to
keep the piece of the pie from going to the elderly. There is huge pressure to get the
monies for the education of the young. Children don’t vote, whether you are an
ambassador or crusader for children, we have a responsibility that is a policy driven
responsibility.
•   We live in a world of unprecedented social change.
•   In some respects, governance has improved, with more countries being recognized as
exercising democracy, but repression and xenophobia still remain far too common.
•   Moral and ethical conundrums and human rights questions are being asked and
answered, with a frequency that is unsurpassed, and posed most particularly to younger
generations.
•   The participation of women in the labor force is slowly increasing in high-income
countries, but the wage gap is closing even more slowly.
•   How does education develop behaviors and attitudes that are needed to address these
imbalances?
•   And we are moving. By 2050 it is estimated that 7 out of every 10 people on the planet
will live in cities, some of which even today are larger than small countries. (Mexico City
has a larger population than either Denmark or Netherlands)
•   City living brings many benefits, but they also contain some of the worst levels of poverty
and exclusion, and overall probably significantly lessens contact with nature.
•   The country with the highest percentage of people living in urbanised areas is (Belgium at
90%)
•   Urbanisation rates in BRIICS, (Brazil, Russia India, Indonesia, China and South Africa)
since 1985 was 29%.
•   In China from 1960 to 2013 the rate was 228%.
•   There is an obesity epidemic, average levels of obesity have risen from 10% of the
population of OECD countries in 1980 to some 23% in 2008, and it is spreading
worldwide.
•   Education surely has a role to play in reversing this trend, not just in the classroom or
gym, but also in the manner in which drinks and foods are made available.
•   Two other points. The last chapter deals with the challenge of technology. Not just about
education but the extraordinary improvement in how we interact with each other.
•   Last point. The most common family unit of the last centuries is changing. Single
parenting, same sex marriages and parents, increased participation in the labor force of
women, falling birth rates in high income countries, all of these challenge our thinking
about families and their make up.
This all is important for how we see our world.
How do we prepare the younger generation to face these issues?
Slide: Societies everywhere . . .
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“societies everywhere are undergoing
deep transformation, and this calls
for new forms of education to foster
the competencies that societies and
economies need, today and
tomorrow”
Rethinking Education UNESCO

Slide: What do these trends mean for us?

What do these trends mean for us?

• How do we prepare for a greater multiculturalism? Old and
young? How do we communicate values of society?

• What is the impact on our work of increased income
disparities?

• Will climate change have an impact on school infrastructure?
• If 7/10 will live in (mega) cities by 2050 what does this mean
for the work of adolescents? ( erdkinder)

• What impact has the changing make up of families have on
education/education services.

•   These are not all the questions, but some of the questions.
•   They may not be the right questions.
•   They are questions to just to think about.
Lesley Ann – Philip asked me yesterday about the Erdkinder. He challenged me with this 7 out of 10 in
mega cities. Talked with one of the adolescent workers. What does the farm represent? The farm is the
ideal environment. You can take those and find those elements.
Chaithanya – We are looking for alternatives. We are doing mushroom farming, hydroponic, apiaries, and
terrace gardens.
Megan: Resource use and material consumption are going to take place in order to eradicate poverty.
There is a strong emphasis on cities and infrastructure. We have to think about this. So many people live
in cities on the streets and in poverty. One topic is important is around population. We take it for granted
that there it is ever increasing - a constant increase. How does EsF come to this issue? Comment around
on new economic thinking. What are the economic ways of thinking about how to restructure society?
How can children be brought up with entrepreneurism? Population thing is a touchy issue.
Slide: More questions about the trends
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What do these trends mean for us

• What responsibility do we have in teaching about the

challenges in conflict countries? And creating a sense of
empathy and support?

• What do we do about the obesity “epidemic” ?
• The rise in household expenditure and student debt is partially
due to the higher costs of education. How can we help
address this?

• Do we prepare our teachers and students adequately to use
technology?

•   An increasing % of children not in schools and are living in conflict.
•   How do we do something about that?
•   One interesting point in the book. What people are dying from is different. Obesity is now
an epidemic. The book chapter title is the “Plump Child.” What do we do about the plump
child?
•   Higher cost of education is an issue.
•   Last questions – how do we use the technology?
Slide: References

References
1) OECD (2016)Trends Shaping Education 2016
(www.oecd.org/publishing);
(http://dx.doi.org/101787/trends_edu2016-en);
2) Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2015
(unesco.org)
3) UN: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/

•   Even though the SDGs have been adopted, how are they being monitored?
•   The proposed monitoring is to total the number of children completing school.
•   There is nothing monitoring child-centered education, never mind child-guided education.
Slide: You have a set of info graphics made inside of the book.
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Thank you

Maybe we could take about ½ hour to talk about what you would like to discuss from this presentation.
I suggest we stick with the groups you had for reading.
Lynne: You will go where you usually go.
Philip: Pick one of these to talk about. What are the implications for Montessori? What do we need to
think about? Are there things there that we think we could take up or what is missing?

Feedback After Discussions
Chaithanya: Brave New World. We had a discussion. And then had a couple of questions.

1.   Do we as EsF as an organization working towards sustainable development is it
sustainable enough to have an assembly in Aalankrita?
2.   The goals of sustainable development had quite a lot of assumptions, like the word
“Education.”
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What we have thought is the distinction of education and the academic aspect of it. In Montessori we
have grace and courtesy and not just math, English, etc. When we set the tone for the world education
then how do we think about the terms?
Pooja: The idea that it is about boys’ education not girls’.
Megan Davies: The issue of educating men. The patriarchal societies and our communities. We have to
look at the roots. Patriarchies are often the heart of many problems.
Lynne: What does it mean to be educated? What do we do? Do we need another word? When we say
Montessori education many people think it is the same as other types of education.
?: Montessori is very good, but do they do okay when they go to secondary school?
Lynne: Is there any gender impact when Montessori comes out the other end?
Amira: I have seen this in my classroom. The girls were all the older students then this year was all boys.
There was a difference between them. The schools in the traditional sense are not male friendly. There is
the idea of impulse control between girls and boys, then the idea of literacy between girls and boys. How
the classroom functions between the girls and boys. The boys are having a hard time with this. We treat
boys more harshly than girls. Our response to their misbehaviors is harsher. The way they express their
frustration is different. It should be taken into consideration when thinking about our classrooms.
Susheela: The boys and girls are not allowed to talk to each other. We need to value the emotions of
both boys and girls in the Montessori environment.
Azeez: The language that was in the presentation this morning is not a Montessori language. We are
having an evolution that allows both boys and girls in the classroom. Most classrooms we have in
Montessori are more expensive than public education. How to bring economically deprived students in
the classroom. The rich are deprived of many things. The experience of integrating with other types of
people. They need to be in the classroom together. The educational experience has been without the
actual representation of these things. Socially. Also I am concerned about the makeup of the classroom.
The economic disparity. How accepting the ethnic differences in the classroom. Otherwise we are
depriving the rich of their experiences. One more thing. We had a dance performance. Hyderabad has
the Sufi traditional as well. We don’t have one here in the conference. We need that represented here as
well.
Geetha: Gender Disparity. When we have kolam (?) outside our rooms. The boys are not allowed to put
kolls (?). When we do these ideas with flowers, the boys rush to do it because they can’t do that at
home. Then the girls are wondering why they could not do it. Parent says at a parent teacher
conference, the boys do the kolam (?) at home and the girls do the things that the boys usually do. The
girls would lift heavy things, which they were not allowed to do it before. They will take this home and try
to change. This is what we want. The children only can change the future. The parents understand
through children that what they have in their mind they have to throw it away.
Junnifa: Adolescent Program in the US. Even in this program that the male can wear swim trunks
without a shirt. The girls can’t do this. We have to see what is in society all the time and how to be aware
of the societal expectations.
John: Boys and girls were sitting in separate groups. If you sit with girls you will get AIDS. I asked a boy
to eat the . . ., “but if I eat the (pani puri) I will get AIDS.” Then we have schools that are government
sponsored. It is for girls and boys ages 6 to 12. In one particular sector of the country. Principle asked
him to come because they need help. They boys and girls are not interacting. The concept was to put
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them together. In any interaction for talking to each other. They were suspended for talking to each other.
John met with the boys and girls. We are restricted from talking to each other. So let’s get a strategy so
that there were no more suspensions.
Helen: These boys were not doing their own work. We expected that they do their own work and then
they did the same at home. In the evening they won’t come out without the head to toe covered. The
boys are allowed to be uncovered.
Matesha: We need to understand that we are all the same before god. In Montessori they will be in
society. All the work now is done by both genders except bearing a child. As Montessori we do not get to
treat them differently. We know the psychology of the child. We have to differentiate from those that
maintain gender differences. We can do all things together. Let us treat them as Montessorians. The
children will get the idea that we are one family. They will see that we have to do this.
Nagarjun: We have sister and brother policy in the classroom. In rural areas of schooling – there are
barriers, which separate boys and girls and this affects the quality of education. The colleges are
separated with boys and girls. My sister says that when they are in class together, they don’t know how
to behave. So this happens at the college and university level, not just the school level.
Maria: How many men are in the classroom? We need to have men that are teaching in the classroom.
Philip: Going back to Ireland, there is a need for males teaching in the classroom. We need to be aware
of how to attract more men into the teaching profession.
Lynne: Especially in the young children classrooms.
Megan Davies: Controversial? What are the Montessori thoughts around gender with the changing times
and all the discussions? As educators, how do we prepare the children and to be adaptable and resilient.
Christine: I want to comment on what is happening in indigenous communities in South Asia. We have
had more success in Montessori programs with educating women, who tend to assist the children at
home. It is the women who are making the difference in the areas of young children. In our community we
have women in leadership positions. It is often the women who are driving the change. We can make a
driving force difference at an early age.
Gunnita: As head of an organization, we had a lot of women. Today we need to look out for men in our
organization.
Lynne: Sue Palmer two books girls in education and one in boys in education. We have some meetings
on what should be researched in Montessori is being discussed. When I was teaching, I did take part in a
piece of research on the gender bias in education. The Montessori classroom, which I was running. The
researchers were really surprised getting to do washing, etc. that traditionally they did not do. This was in
the 70s and 80s the girls did not think twice about getting out math and science. The Montessori
classroom came out unusually different compared to other types of education. That is the only piece I
have to give you now.
Let’s move on. Other groups.
Moiza: The younger generation. After program made a positive change. Every work place that employs
mothers should have some care of the child. Education to have grandparents around their children. This
would stop the issues of after childcare. Then not just put the children in front of the TV. They can give
the child the time they need to get dressed. They need that time. If we could connect these two it could
bring a positive change.
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Lynne: In the Montessori world we have one commercial organization that is taking it on - Computer
Associates (CA). They have done it globally and done well for a long time. If you find a large commercial
organization, CA will share all their statistics and all their successes and why it works. They will make the
case to help us. Recently I was in the new branch of Google that is setting up in London. It seems to
them that we need to present the advantages to those who discount them and see the disadvantages of
putting the childcare in the workplace. They will say: “It is not fair to the workers who don’t have
children.” “If they are here, they are without care for too long.” “Is it distracting for the parents to have
them on the same campus?” We need to make a case for doing this in the workplace.
Victoria: It is not just companies, but also international organizations. This issue came up at the World
Bank. The president said, “Find a way to make the argument.” It took 10 years and then it happened at
the first levels in one of their buildings. They felt that the windows should be made opaque. It is another
example of 20 years of positive influence for the children.
Mamta: UK children that need to be breastfed.
Anne: I visited a nursing home in the US that had a childcare center attached to the nursing home. The
elders had a whole hall of windows so they could see the children. They could also care for the children.
For the agency and the facility the mothers could go aback to work earlier. Model of aged care if you
have children that don’t need to be with their children full time the elders read to the kids. They have to
be over the age of 65 and it is happening. The connection between the old and the young is such a
whole new area.
Andre: Just to give an idea of what we are up against in the big companies in 1997 centenary in San
Francisco. A man came to say such a good thing about Montessori. Then I talked to him after the
presentation. Thought it would be good to have a Montessori school at their business. Suggested to go
see CA to see what it could do. He was polite. Then I learned. Could also have a school for gifted
children. These people think they are different than the rest of society.
Lynne: The real estate is very expensive space that they have to give to the children.
Uma: We are interested in another aspect of family matters - the parents as learners. They are turning to
schools for support. They have opted to be in a Montessori school. The work in the classroom is not just
for the children but also for the parents and the grandparents. We talked about two aspects.
1.   Include beyond the parents maybe library and prenatal clinics.
2.   Part of our training a lot about how to work with children but not as much about how to support
the adults. We need help in how to support adults. Maybe we can make a list of core knowledge
for how they can support the children. Maybe we could make that as a workshop.
Lynne: We are developing some ideas and they will come out quite soon. Another 60 hours. Core
knowledge will be 40 hours and specific 20 hours developed for the audience that you have got –
parents, companies, or wherever. It will be very soon available for teachers to give. It would be something
that if you need it. If you want something a little bit more evident you will be able to use it for your benefit.
Megan Davies: Report on our conversation about cities. What the implications are in an urban world - the
unknown urban world. They will be very different from what we know of as cities now. It is the same
question about a prepared environment in the classroom. What will tie in towns and cities? Saw a gap in
infrastructure and materials flows. One topic of sufficiency in children. What is enough for a good life?
Rather than trying to accumulate for wealth and profit. In many ways world educators need to prepare
children for the future and how to be adaptable. The topic of food and clothing need to be seen as
accessible topics. We ask the children to say where they got their food. They put it on the map. The flows
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map very easily. When presented those kinds of topics. Instead of give them answer for an unknown
future. Given them the ability to find solutions for themselves.
Victoria: A lot is going on in UNESCO the networks is creative cities it is to encourage to see if your city is
part of that network. Move ahead in sustainability in food. Exciting things all over the world.
Andre: It is an area that we are still very much ignore. Cities are changing faster than world history. We
need to look at where there are signs of it existing - the large number of cities of over 30 million people.
We don’t know what it does to the children themselves. We should humbly say we don’t know much. We
must look at these areas as the Montessori schools in these cities to be conscious of it. They are the
children of the city of tomorrow. We have to be open-minded and be aware of what is needed for the
new world reality. If we don’t question, we won’t find the answer.
Gunnita: Only the traditional well-to-do lead schools were given the benefit. It is very elite school. When
you make smart cities, please keep Montessori in mind.
Megan Davies: What is a city? We have to move passed what we thought they were - the different
definitions. They are changing. The quality of what is urban is not a dichotomy between city and rural
now. It is now more about smaller cities. How to connect people in rural to the big cities? Small medium
cities with 5 million people is where the growth of the cities are in the future.
Victoria: In France, the people are leaving the city to go to smaller towns to get back to rural life.
Mamta: By age 6 they have developing minds. We can discuss this with the children. We need to bring
culture into the Montessori environments. There is so much we can do when it comes to culture.
Zoe: One member of our group pointed out that there was nothing to represent the child. That goes back
to the Forgotten Citizen. Then we discussed youth and technology. We can’t keep coming back to the
same ideas. The children are not communicating like when we were younger. We need something better
to offer them. There is a surprising development in technology. You can create a new 3D reality. In the
end what Montessori says still stands; education of the senses is the primary thing. The technology is the
education of the sense. We will provide the child with the richness of sensorial experiences. We need
technology as a tool. We see adolescents that have not had these experiences; the technology has
replaced that. It has taken away from nature and other people. They need help with making rich sensorial
experiences that Montessori talked about.
Pooja: Our children are reading the newspapers in the cities. We need to gauge what is going on in their
minds. What is the value system that we support? We should think about the Erdkinder project. They can
give a move to the village and give that to the children the Erdkinder experience.
Kishore: We should make children aware that they need to go out and solve their own problems. Don’t
look to the government to come in and solve it for them. The children are encouraged to go out and find
solutions themselves.
Lynne: This is the Montessori way to go out and get empowered.
Christine: In Thailand about two-thirds of the schools are in remote areas. The families are farmers and
growing rice. Those children grow up with these practical skills. They are active and in the rice harvest.
Those activities are seamless because they do it at school as well. We have over 600 schools there now.
That is why it has had so much success.
Emily: Technology is redefining a new reality. Who is creating this new reality? We all use their products.
We need to be publicly aware of this design, of this new endeavor. It is not only naïve to not think about
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that, but also the new cities. This heavily impacts all areas. The children are the next generation that can
be manipulated or they can democratize this.
Lynne: We will find a space to talk about that.
Junnifa: We have talked about the schools, but we need to think about how to support the families
outside of our schools in the communities. . Whatever we do impacts the communities. We need to
provide the information before they come to our schools - prenatal clinics. Not just restricted to
Montessori schools. Take advantage of meeting people where they are. Use the technology to meet
them where they are.
Lynne:
Aid to Life is ready to be worked into a translation. So far we have seven languages. It is done with your
work. Megan Tyne can help them with this.
Can we not let today’s topic disappear into the horizon. We have to show that we work with people or
alongside people. By the end of the Assembly we need some statements. Montessori does this - The
sustainable goals for Montessori. How can Montessori be a contribution to the SDGs? If we don’t do
that, we are back to square one and we are working alone. We need to introduce our ideas into their
language. It is our fault if we don’t do that.
The global challenge at the moment is this . . . and Montessori is going to try and engage in this in this
way . . . Then we are taking our little voice out to the world, because the little voice can also support that
other voice [SDGs] with a slightly different perspective. Can we come up with some statements that we
can cast out to the other types of communities?
So now we have a problem for this afternoon. Instead of going straight out to read, we will come back to
participate on the windows of their lives. We will have working groups and reading groups at the end of
the day.
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