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2016 EsF Reading Group Summary 
 

Reading and reflection is an important part of an EsF Assembly.  
Following is a short summary of a group discussion on the following text. 

 
Working Towards Unity, Renilde Montessori 

 
1 August 2016, Group 6 

 

 
 
In reading this article and bringing individual reflections to the group, we found that the article had been 
interpreted in widely different ways.  One group of individuals saw the article as a call to unity to 
Montessorians, a way to resolve internal conflicts in the group.  Another group interpreted the article in 
the context of their classroom practice.  One individual interpreted the article in social and human terms 
and another in terms of human interaction with the environment.   
 
• We each of us develop as individuals and are different from one another, but individuality does not 

mean a lack of unity.  We are still parts of an interdependent whole.  Diversity enriches the community. 
• Relationship between man and the environment: treating concentrically larger spheres as our own. 
• Children are different – we must accept each individual rather than see behaviour as a “lack” in the 

child 
• We discussed what Maria Montessori meant by the “love for one’s environment” and how it differed 

from “passing love”. 
• We also explored the difference between being “ambassadors for the child” rather than “crusaders”. 
• In the context of isolation, we discussed why some teachers feel isolated in their work and building 

collaborative communities that can provide support to the teacher in the classroom. 
• There was an observation that though the article seemed simple, it had an unexpected complexity that 

was revealed on reflection. 
• We wondered when the article was written, as this would give us a clue as to how to the message.   
 
Uma Ramani 
 


