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2016 EsF Reading Group Summary 
 

Reading and reflection is an important part of an EsF Assembly.  
Following is a short summary of a group discussion on the following text. 
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Evil is paved out of good intentions. This saying aptly exemplifies the education systems ideated during 
the industrial revolution. Education was designed to meet the needs of the industry. It has become a 
teacher centered education rather than a child centered one. In the present day, we are still facing the 
same problem. Apart from Dr. Montessori, not many educational reformers or reforms have come forth to 
address this issue. Montessori principles are timeless. They do not refer to any particular era in time. They 
are relevant as long as children are around. 
 
Montessori philosophy blends into the modern day complexities eloquently. Technological development 
has been on the rise since the second world war and Dr. Montessori acknowledges technology as being 
an integral part of the culture. It is amazing to observe that even though Dr. Montessori was the victim of 
many creations in technology during the wars, she still had high regard for it. In the present day, there is a 
lot of debate around the usage of electronic media. Why many educational systems use technology as 
the primary means to educate children, Montessori philosophy understands the role technology has a 
part of human development and emphasizes on moral aspects of using technology. 
 
Dr. Montessori talks about eradicating age old prejudices. The need of the hour is to not dwell on the 
past and look at the task in front of us. It is essential for us to understand what the child needs. We 
should not be stuck at what we thought children would need a long time ago. It is a call for 
understanding what a child is really about. We learn with the children as we observe them. There needs 
to be a paradigm shift in thought from an adult oriented view to a child oriented view. It is our social 
cause to reach out to as many children as possible. We also need to focus on the preparation of us as 
adults. We need to develop ourselves in a deeper way and make those changes that we like to see in 
ourselves before we pass them on. 
 


