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2016 EsF Reading Group Summary 
 

Reading and reflection is an important part of an EsF Assembly.  
Following is a short summary of a group discussion on the following text. 

 
Builders of Peace, Renilde Montessori 

 
1 August 2016, Group 1 

 

 
 
The discussion was about Renilde Montessori’s article on EsF as Builders of Peace. We began the 
session with May Parker elaborating on the term ‘wandering minstrels’. ‘Some of us were home 
schooling, while others were struggling to build schools against government rules to the contrary. Will this 
also apply to them?’ she wondered. Many points came up during the session, and the list is given here:  
One suggestion was that our work can convince the authorities. The concern should not be about what 
we do, but how we use our work to inspire others.  
 
‘Sages’ – they did not obey rules, but made the rules that were implemented by others. To do that, one 
has to be at peace with oneself. 
 
The question is that the child is meant to absorb the world around him. What kind of absorption would 
that be if the child is displaced, his parent struggling to meet the most basic needs? The answer from – of 
Egypt was that the child would absorb the order and security of his environment through  using his 
mother as a point of reference. Anecdotes of Partition of India came up. 
 
From –of Uganda came the idea that children are eternal optimists, and with some sadness, there would 
also be some happiness, and that is what they would retain. 
 
 What happens when the child experiences violence at home? Talk to the child and say I understand that 
you are angry but this is not how to express it. One more suggestion was that you have to work with 
adults in his life – grandparents, care givers. No matter how wonderful your school, the child has to go 
back home.  
 


