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2016 EsF Reading Group Summary 
 

Reading and reflection is an important part of an EsF Assembly.  
Following is a short summary of a group discussion on the following text. 

 
The Creative Capacity of the Child: Maria Montessori 

 
31 July 2016, Group 6 

 

 
 
This was the first lecture delivered at the 8th World Congress in San Remo,  
 
• The core message that to change the world, we must turn to education is as fresh today as it was in 

1949.   
• There was some discussion of the fact that we could replace the term “child” with “man” or “initiative” 

and the piece would be still true and more reflective of the broader focus of AMI today. 
• While Dr. Montessori says that “education must begin at birth”, we know today that education must in 

fact begin before birth, with pregnant mothers and expectant parents or even earlier, so that the future 
parents may prepare themselves for their role. 

• Dr. Montessori repeatedly uses the term “scientific education”.  What does this term mean in today’s 
context? 

• The point was raised that while those in Montessori circles may understand Dr. Montessori’s 
assertions of the creative capacities of the young child, it is necessary for us to help the larger world 
understand this.  This brings us to the acknowledgement of the work that we must do beyond the 
classroom.  

• The potential of the young child for the creation of the individual and the importance of the early years 
of life is substantiated by science today.  This led to a discussion of the language she used. 

 
Some of the terminology used in Dr. Montessori’s writings makes it difficult for people outside the 
Montessori world to understand her meaning.  We spoke of the need to use language that transmits her 
ideas in terms that make Dr. Montessori’s thoughts accessible to a wider audience today. 
 
Though we understood the idea that by preparing an environment in the context of our understanding 
and knowledge of the developing child we can help each individual realize their potential more fully, Dr. 
Montessori’s use of the term “cultivation” has the possibility of being misconstrued as it has the 
connotation of active intervention in the formation of the child.  We wondered what the term was in the 
original Italian version. 
 
 


