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2016 EsF Reading Group Summary 
 

Reading and reflection is an important part of an EsF Assembly.  
Following is a short summary of a group discussion on the following text. 

 
EsF as Builders of Peace, Renilde Montessori 

 
31 July 2016, Group 1 

 

 
 
Renilde Montessori refers to Educateurs sans Frontières as the universal educators. They are entrusted 
with the divine task of inviting the children in the grandest pursuit of humanity-the attainment of 
knowledge and understanding, learning the arts of life and acquiring the disciplines of peace. We, as 
educators, need to work beyond our limited setting to reach out to all the children and facilitate their 
process of development.  It is our duty to ensure the preparation of environment to aid the children 
absorb different levels of order and in doing so unite with the cosmos. The crucial task lies not in working 
with the child directly but in preparing the immediate environment, the extended society and the world to 
receive this child and facilitate his development to the fullest potential. 
 
Renilde Montessori emphasizes that peace has no curriculum and that peace cannot be taught. Peace 
cannot be understood as the absence of war. When we begin to expand our boundaries on 
understanding peace, a grand vision unfolds. Peace is attained when there is tranquility, a state of 
calmness in humanity. There are, however, tools to attain peace. Renilde Montessori emphasizes the 
work in the casa as creation of peace in the early child. This is a very grand and bold idea. By working in 
the environment, children acquire control of movement, language, and the fundaments of all arts and 
sciences to become independent in body spirit and mind. It helps them to imbibe the different levels of 
order to understand their role in the grandeur. They understand their place and the place of every other 
element in the cosmos and work towards the fruition of their potential. Individuals while fulfilling their 
cosmic task exist in a state of peace and tranquility. 
 
Renilde insists that our job is also to connect ancient ideas with the modern ones. This philosophy 
facilitates to merge the barrier disconnecting the present day. We have an ideology which allows for 
change, improvement and inclusion of new ideas while protecting the ancient. It is our task to bridge 
these worlds and prepare it in context for the blossoming child. 
 


