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My name is Cathy. I have been trained in 3 – 6. I am working as a translator in China for training. 
 
This is the organization we made for all the AMI graduates in China 
 
I would like to tell a story about why we made this association. 
 
There were in training. There was a girl who had been suffering from depression for several years. The 
trainer always said to be a group and help each other. One day the trainer suggested to take the friend to 
a child welfare institute. See how you feel when you help other people. All the children in the institute 
were having different diseases. Could not help but to feel sorry for them. One staff helps 10 to 12 
children. Most of the children just sit there and do nothing.  
 
At first the students did not know what to do, but in the transformation of their training. So they created 
some stories and make some materials to help them and do something. So they took them outside. The 
staff felt they had to carry them separately. The children were really happy the day they all went outside 
together.  
 
When they students shared they felt like they would burst into tears. So they decided to help them.  
 
The students are only 20 years old. They don’t have power or money, but hey have the new knowledge 
of Montessori to do something. They discussed and decided to work with the teachers. Help them to 
take are of the children. So we have this Montessori Volunteer Association got started.  
 
We had a donor who donated a building and some money. We set up a 0-3 and a 3 -6 environment. 
Most of the work we do is a parents’ workshop. We have a lot of Montessori school in china, but it equals 
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expensive school. We feel that the children in poor area deserve a better education. So the friends bring 
more friends. Then more people will know more about Montessori. The workshop is not just in this office, 
but go out to other parts of China. They are doing their own workshop. Get more people to know 
Montessori. 
 
Also in this office we designed an observation window. This building with the environment we have an 
after school program. The children when finished their school can go there to get a 3-hour work cycle. 
We have the observation window so the parents can see the environment in action and help them know 
more about Montessori.  
 
We help them with foundation. Workshops for the Sprout Foundation Teachers. It happens mostly in the 
summer when the teachers can do the work after their own work doing the school year.  
 
This foundation has some schools with teachers to take care of the children. There are 31 teachers who 
attended the workshop. They really appreciate what we do in the workshop. One teacher in the 
kindergarten was taking care of 81 children in that school.  The volunteers learned a lot. When you help 
some people you will know something and learn something. 
 
All this time I have been good life in the city. When I came here everything was different. The child was 
abandoned by parents and found in a cave and taken care of by a grandparent suffering from aging. 
They eat only one meal a day. We need to support them. They need some support. The best education is 
not only for the rich people but for the poor children as well.  
The 31 teachers attended. Served 8224 children in the rural area. 
 
We asked the Shanghai Children welfare House visit the classroom. 
 
We have a translation team to translate the Montessori documents. We translate a lot of papers and 
articles. 
 
We have a sharing and discussion groups. We had our first refresher course. When they go back to their 
local area, they will share with those other trained teachers what they learned. We will do that with the 
EsF as well.  
 
Most material we can buy online for Chinese materials.  
 
We support some of the teachers who have a problem. When they have questions when working in the 
classroom, we don’t have trainers, so we help each other and support each other.  
 
Support teachers who want to open their own Montessori classrooms. We give them the material links 
and help them open their own schools and parent workshops.  
 
We helped deal with motor-sensory disorder. We invite some experts to come and talk to us so that we 
can support our work in the classroom beyond the Montessori training. We sponsor people to go to 
Montessori workshops and attend conferences like this one. Two of us were sponsored to come here to 
take back the knowledge.  
 
Compared to all the other presentations, we are just starting. It is small actions.  
 
China: 1.37 billion population, 200 millions are under 12 years old, there are 60 millions left-behind 
children, which is 22% of the children of chia (exclude the children who is suffering different kind of 
diseases) 
 
Small actions x lots of people = Big Change  
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The founder of this foundation, we don’t ask what we can get from others, but what we can offer other 
people 
 
We are like a dandelion that can spread in China. We need your help and then apply into China. If we try 
to have Montessori education for all, that is a big work in China. 
 
I also want to share a video taken last week.  I did not prepare this presentation. This is from a volunteer 
back in China. 
 
To be a member of the association, you commit to 4 workshop presentations during the year. They have 
all the activities mapped throughout China and send updates to AMI so that we know what they are 
doing. It is a really well-organized organization. And they are putting together something that will be very 
nice to grow from. 
 
Victoria: acknowledged the speakers this morning. If you are going in the right direction on a small road, it 
is much better than on a very large road in the wrong direction. We need more young people to join this 
road. It is good to have young people who understand the core principles of Maria Montessori. 
 
Lynne: acknowledging the Argentinian movement in a very difficult area that is difficult to have access. 


