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Opening Ceremony



AMI
SANS
FRONTIERES

EDUCATEURS

Welcome and Introductions
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ORIENTATION
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ORIENTATION

• Times 

• Books 

• Video Library 

• Health 
• Water 
• Mosquitos 

• Official Photograph - Friday 

• Mobile phones
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Format of the EsF Assembly

• Presentations 

• Questions and Discussion 

• Reflection and Integration 

• Open Space Sessions 

• Readings 

• Discussion 

• Reflection and Integration 

• Visits 

• Experience, Questions and Discussion 

• Reflection and Integration



Capturing the Assembly

• New Website 
• Photos 
• Videos 
• Interviews 
• Summaries 
• Notes 
• Ideas wall 
• Ideas tree 
• Quotes scroll
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EsF Values
Educateurs sans Frontières values initiatives that: 

• Promote a culture of peace, solidarity and equality 

• Maintain a clear Montessori vision of the child’s contribution to 
social reform 

• Demonstrate understanding of Montessori principles and 
practices with the needs of the community in mind 

• Embrace community involvement and engagement in the 
project design and implementation 

• Focus on empowerment and long term sustainability 

• Embody an inclusive approach to race, ethnicity, religion, 
gender, language, culture and socio-economic status



AMI Educateurs sans Frontières 



Association Montessori Internationale 

Mission

 To support the natural development of the human being 
from birth to maturity enabling children to become 

transforming elements of society leading to a harmonious 
and peaceful world.



The Association Montessori Internationale is a global humanitarian 
organisation committed to supporting the full potential of the human 
being through the application of Montessori principles and practices.   

AMI is a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) represented at the 
United Nations (since 1985) and an NGO in association with UNESCO 

(since 1962).



AMI Strategic Objectives

• To make a positive and concrete difference in the lives of 
children

• To promote Montessori and advance understanding of 
its key principles

• Increase access to quality Montessori education
• Expand opportunities for people to engage in the 

movement
• Represent and advocate for the rights of all children
• Develop additional resources that will be of lasting 

benefit to children and the global Montessori movement



Educateurs sans Frontières

• Article 16: An AMI program in which participants revisit 
the principles and practices from the perspective of 
society at large; as individuals the participants will 
contribute to the aims of AMI, particularly Article 4f.

• Article 4f:  Functioning as a social movement that will 
strive to obtain recognition for the rights of the child 
throughout the world, irrespective of race, religion, 
political and social beliefs; cooperating with other bodies 
and organisations which further the development of 
education, human rights, and peace.



When using the term Educateurs sans Frontières, we refer to 
borders that transcend the obvious ones to do with nation states.

The truly important ones are the psychological and spiritual frontiers 
- the ideological, religious, racial, social and economic, cultural and 
linguistic boundaries which artificially divide a humanity as yet largely 
unaware of its intrinsic unity and interconnectedness with the earth 
that brought it forth.

Educateurs sans Frontières



So many children, of so many ages and characteristics, are in dire 
need of protection for a myriad different reasons. 

 Very small infants, young children, adolescents, young adults - each 
unique and unrepeatable, all deserving to be seen as persons, all 
entitled to respectful care and education and every one with the 
inalienable right to be enjoyed and have their existence celebrated.

Renilde Montessori - Prologue, Educateurs Sans Frontières

Educateurs sans Frontières



Educateurs sans Frontières

Perhaps skilled and knowledgeable educators could penetrate, neutrino-
like, the universal tissue of human society - a scattered group of 
individuals, ambassadors for the child, minstrels who come when called 
upon and leave when the wisdom of their song has been heard.

These would be the Educateurs sans Frontières, the educators without 
boundaries, able and willing to go where their presence is required.  
Never to intrude, not to indoctrinate, but to help and encourage others 
to learn, to rediscover the wise and ancient plan for wholesome growth 
with which all humans are endowed.



Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child1924

Montessori founds the Social Party of the Child1937

Declaration of the Rights of the Child1959

Convention on the Rights of the Child1989

Educateurs sans Frontières founded
1st Assembly, Citta di Castello, Italy1999

Millennium Development Goals2000

World Education Forum, Dakar
Education for All Movement2000

AMI established1929 AMI
MONTESSORI
INTERNATIONALE

ASSOCIATION

Educateurs sans Frontières
2nd Assembly, Burgos, Spain2004

Educateurs sans Frontières
3rd Assembly Dallas, Texas, USA2011



Pregnancy, early 
childhood, parent 

education, outreach,
ageing and dementia

Special needs
children

Indigenous
Peoples

Children on
the edgePublic

Education

Educateurs sans Frontières
3rd Assembly Dallas, Texas, USA2011

Dallas Declaration

Incheon Agreement, World Education Forum
Education for All2015

Sustainable Development Goals2015

Educateurs sans Frontières
4th Assembly, Khon Kaen, Thailand2015

Khon Kaen Declaration
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Assembly Goals?

• A Declaration? 

• A Statement? 

• A Global Alliance for children? 

• A personal commitment to ‘out of the box’ 
endeavours? 

• A modus operandi for AMI to operationalise EsF 
work?



Educateurs sans Frontieres 
Declaration

Children are capable from birth of developing themselves through 
their own experiences in response to their environment.  Education 

from birth should offer children a framework for self-directed, life-long 
learning through meeting their developmental needs.  We create for 

the children a developmentally-appropriate and engaging environment 
in a diverse and inclusive multi-aged community, where children and 
adults are collaborators and role models.  All humans have an innate 

drive to fulfil their highest potential.  In supporting that potential on an 
individual level, we enable the development of contributing and 

peaceful global citizens responsive to the diverse needs of society.



EsF’s Visionary Next Steps…

    To identify and support innovative educational projects 
worldwide that are based on Montessori principles, 

through networking, mentorship, resources, guiding them 
towards sustainability, expansion, and replication.



Corner of Hope
Corner of Hope serves children, families, and the community 

in an Internally Displaced Persons’ camp in Kenya.



Thailand Montessori Public Schools
The Association Montessori Internationale has partnered with the 

Montessori Association of Thailand and the Thai government 
Office of Basic Education to provide Montessori education in a 

growing number of public schools.



Montessori Children’s Foundation
MCF brings Montessori education to children in the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 



Montessori Partners 
Serving All Children

Montessori Partners Serving All Children is a multi-sector 
collaborative to co-develop 10 community based schools in 

Minnesota. The goal of the project is to ensure high educational 
outcomes for children living in poverty. 



Bachman Lake Community School
BLCS in Dallas, Texas, trains parents to be their 

children’s first educator.



Montessori in Haiti
The Peter Hesse Foundation 
began in 1986 to effectively 
improve early childhood 
education in Haiti, both by 
establishing Montessori 
preschools and training 
community members to staff 
them. This initiative has grown 
into a network of more than 
50 schools serving over 3,800 
children annually.



Family Star Montessori
Family Star Montessori an Early Head Start is a 501(c)3 

nonprofit organisation serving the Denver community since 
1991. They are an award-winning child and parent education 

center that helps children enter school ready to learn, 
regardless of socio-economic background.



Montessori Around the World
Montessori Around the World furthers the goals of AMI 
and EsF by connecting existing Montessori programs for 
children in need with available resources. 

These programs 
serve children from 
infants through 18
in countries as 
diverse as Tibet, 
Bhutan, Belize, 
Australia, and
Romania.



Montessori Institute 
for the Science of Peace

The goal of the Montessori 
Institute for the Science of Peace 
(MISP) is to connect the theory 
and practice of Montessori with 
the wider field of peace 
education, seeking to nurture 
human development, specifically 
through the adolescent’s 
commitment to peace. 



KidsRfuture
A network of partnerships between schools dependent on 
external grants all over the world and Montessori schools in 

Europe, the United States and other developed nations.
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Assembly Goals?

• A Declaration? 

• A Statement? 

• A Global Alliance for children? 

• A personal commitment to ‘out of the box’ 
endeavours? 

• A modus operandi for AMI to operationalise EsF 
work?
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Strategic Plan 2012-2014
Educateurs sans Frontières is currently being established as an 
operational division of AMI: 

• Educateurs sans Frontières has sustainable funding for 
operations, project development and support. 

• Our communications reach our stakeholders and the public in 
an effective way. 

• We prepare Educateurs effectively to provide services and 
initiatives where most needed and offer support to those 
already involved in field work. 

• Educateurs sans Frontières initiatives are based on the 
principles described in the EsF Values and are well-planned, 
effective, sustainable, and relevant. 

• Educateurs sans Frontières effectively conducts public 
outreach and networks with the community to provide 
services and support.













Expanded Global Activity

• Asia - Vietnam,China,Thailand 

• Africa - Kenya, Tanzania, Tunisia, Morocco 

• South America - Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatamala, Puerto Rico, 
Dominican Republic
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2015 Assembly
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The Work of EsF Assembly

Through our collaborative experience and work 
together we will establish the foundation for sustained 
action to further the EsF work.  
Specifically, we intend that by the end of this 
Assembly we will have completed: 
1. Documenting the Stories 
2. Writing the AMI EsF Strategic Plan, 2015 - 2018 
3. Developing an AMI Mentoring Support Programme
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1. Documenting the Stories

• Capturing and Recording 

• Production of Project Resources 

• Production of Collective Resources
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Capturing and Recording

• Documenting 

• Journals 

• Photos 

• Videos 

• Case Studies 

• Qualitative Research  

• Quantitative Research 

• Capturing the compelling narrative
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Project Resources

• Communication Resources 

• Strategy 

• Brochures 

• Web 

• Social Media 

• Funding Resources 

• Community Engagement Resources



AMI
SANS
FRONTIERES

EDUCATEURS

Collective Resources

• Template Development 

• Centralised Repository 

• Synthesising common elements 

• Funding Resources 

• Project Support Resources 

• Research Resources



AMI
SANS
FRONTIERES

EDUCATEURS

2. AMI EsF Strategic Plan, 2015 - 2018

• Review current strategic plan 

• Investigate and articulate key frameworks for the 
foundation for sustainable action 

• Formulate goals and objectives 

• Detail action plans for each area
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3. AMI Mentoring Support Programme
Mentoring facilitates sharing knowledge, expertise, 
skills, insights, and experiences through dialogue and 
collaborative learning 

• Investigate best practice in mentoring programmes 

• Consider contexts and settings 

• Develop programme 

• Develop programme materials 

• Develop programme support structures
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WHAT IS THE GREAT WORK  
OF THIS ASSEMBLY?

• EsF is a social reform movement and it also lives 
within an organisation called AMI. 

• Our challenge is to find a way to grow both so that 
they strengthen each other. 

• CAN THIS ASSEMBLY HELP AMI BUILD A 
COMPELLING PATHWAY TO OPERATIONALISE?
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Work Process

• Our work will be informed by our reflections and 
discussions which will develop and evolve throughout 
the assembly 

• AMI staff will support and coordinate as required  

• We will utilise various tools and resources 

• Meet, discuss, draft, capture, contribute, present, 
whole group feedback, redraft, review, finalise 

• On the last day we will present the finalised resources 
we have developed through our collective work 

• Celebrating!!
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Closing Reflections



“Our appeal to the world is to 
realise the importance of the 
child in the spiritual development 
of mankind”.

MARIA MONTESSORI - EDUCATION AND PEACE 



EDUCATION AND PEACE

“Our principle concern must be to educate humanity - 
the human beings of all nations - in order to guide it 
toward seeking common goals.  We must turn back and 
make the child our principal concern.  The efforts of 
science must be concentrated on him, because he is the 
source of and the key to the riddles of humanity.

The child is richly endowed with powers, sensitivities, 
and constructive instincts that as yet have neither been 
recognised or put to use”.





All this is simply to say that all life is 
interrelated. We are caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality; tied 
in a single garment of destiny… 
Strange enough, I can never be what I 
ought to be until you are what you 
ought to be until I am what I ought to 
be.  This is the way the world is made.  
I didn’t make it that way, but this is the 
interrelated structure of reality. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
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